
 

Doyle School                                                                                                                                                                         

Pre K Self-Contained- Ms. Albonico 

This month, we finished learning about the life cycle of a butterfly: egg, caterpillar, chrysalis, and butterfly. Our 
entire chrysalis turned into butterflies.  We will be releasing them on a nice day.  The students were so excited to 
watch them turn into butterflies.  This is an amazing experience for the students.  We also read The Very Hungry 
Caterpillar and did a few activities.  The students had so much fun. 

! !  

This month we finished learning our letters.  We learned letters Q, X, and Z.  For letter Q, we made a queen.  
For letter X, we made a xylophone.  And for letter Z, we made a zebra.  We read books and sang songs for each 
letter.  Also, we are preparing for our moving up celebration.  The students are preparing by singing songs.  
They are very excited!      
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 Pre K Self-Contained- Ms. Varettoni 

We can’t believe it already May! This school year has flown by! We have had a lot of fun this past month. Our 
Tools of the Mind play theme for this month is Beach/Summer and we have had a ton of fun pretending to be on 
vacation! We have also been working hard towards the end of our Letter of the Week study. This month we 
learned about Y, V, X, Z, and Q. Everyone has done a great job this year learning new letters! In math, we have 
reviewing various concepts that we covered this year such as patterns, shapes, colors, and number recognition. 

This month we received caterpillars and are anxiously awaiting their transition into butterflies! First, we learned 
about the different stages in a butterfly’s life cycle. We took observations by drawing pictures and having 
discussions every day during Morning Group of what we saw. It has been amazing to watch the metamorphosis 
so far in person. Every day students are coming in to check up on the caterpillars or chrysalises! Once our 
chrysalises turn into butterflies, we plan on releasing them on our playground. 

Pre-K/V has had an awesome school year! I am so proud of how everyone has grown, both academically and 
emotionally. I feel lucky to be their teacher every day I’m in the classroom. Everyone has very bright futures 
ahead of them! See you in September! 

!  

Pre-K Age 4 Full day Inclusion- Mrs. Hahn 

It’s hard to believe our year is coming to an end.  We’ve learned so much this year.  The students completed the 
entire alphabet.  We learned how to make the letters and what sound each letter represents.  We also learned our 
numbers from 1-20.  Many of us can write our numbers from 1-10.  We finished off the year with our last 
theme, Community Helpers.  We pretended to be firefighters, constructions works, bakers, postal workers and 
doctors.  The students really enjoyed taking on the rolls of their favorite community helper.   

Kindergarten(Inclusion)- Ms. Sanzari/Ms. Paskas 

We had a very busy month in kindergarten. The children were very excited for our Mother’s Day Tea. It was a 
beautiful afternoon for all. The children put on a spectacular performance by singing songs about their moms 
which were about how much they loved them. What better way to celebrate such a special person in our lives.  

They prepared “All about My Mom” books; created hand printed flowers for them and learned a special song. 
What a beautiful keepsake to remember our special day.  
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The kindergarten class traveled to the Bronx Zoo. It was such a beautiful day! The kindergarten students made 
connections to the animals that we learned about through the Magic Tree House Series. The students truly had a 
great time and it will definitely be a trip that they remember forever.  

It is hard to believe that June is here. We have enjoyed watching and helping our kindergarten class grow 
socially, emotionally and academically for first grade. The most rewarding part of our job is to see what the 
children are able to do when they enter kindergarten and how much they can do at the end. It is such a pleasure 
knowing that we were part of their early years of learning.  

POR/RTI Grade K & 1- Ms. Humphrey 

May has been a very exciting month for my kindergarten and first grade class. We have been practicing our 
letters and sounds every day! We also have been learning more consonant digraphs! The students have learned 
the /ch/, /sh/, /th/, /qu/, and /wh/ sounds. 

This month we started to read Lions at Lunchtime from the Magic Tree House book series. The students learned 
different facts about Africa, lions, coyotes, and hyenas. Every day the students listened to a chapter from the 
book, drew a picture and wrote a message.  

In math, we have been learning about 3D shapes! 

We are now preparing for first and second grade!  

Grade 1 Mrs. Franchini 

What a great month it has been in first grade!  This year really flew by and we are so sad to see it come to an 
end! 

In literacy, we learned many new phonic skills this month. We learned the ou, ow, aw, au and oi.  

In math, we learned to create and read bar graphs and picture graphs.  We used tally marks to gather information 
and then took that data and used it to create a bar graph.  Most recently, we have been learning about shapes, 
both plain and solid, in our geometry lessons.  The students all loved getting to work with different shapes to 
create new pictures. 

In reader’s workshop, we continue to work on many important skills! We have been practicing story elements, 
identifying information within the text and problem and solution.  

In writing, we recently completed our opinion unit. The students used checklists to make sure they were 
completing their best work. Each student was able to pick a topic of their choice to write an opinion piece about.  
The students also learned how to indent when starting a new paragraph. 

In dance, we just finished up our dance routine which the students plan to perform at our first grade family 
breakfast! 
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Grade 1- Ms. Cortina 

Where did the year go? It flew by! We had a great month! 
In word study, we learned many phonic skills this month. We learned the diphthong /ou/, /ow/, /aw/ /au/, and /oi/ 
/oy/. 

In math, we started the month with Topic 14: Using Data to answer questions. We learned all about picture and 
bar graphs. We learned how tally marks can be used to collect information. We are currently learning Topic 15:  
Geometry. We learned the difference between plane and solid shapes. My students loved getting a bag of plane 
shapes and making real-life things out of them! They were amazed how easy it was to make a rocket out of 
shapes.  

In reader’s workshop, we continue to work on many important skills! We have been practicing story elements, 
cause and effect, and theme. We continue to work in Daily Five Café centers. 

In social studies, we continued working on maps. We learned the seven continents and five oceans. Students 
made their very own maps. We talked about our special place on the map. Students learned all about Memorial 
Day and the reason why we celebrate it.  

In writing, we finished our opinion unit. They did an awesome job using their revision checklists to make sure 
that they were handing in their best work. Every student picked a topic of their choice and wrote their opinion. 
They made sure that they used a starting sentence, stated three reasons and used a closing sentence at the end. 
We are onto poetry now! 

Grade 1- Ms. Cucuzza 

I can hardly believe that it is almost time to say good-bye to my twenty two first graders! I am so unbelievably 
proud of all that they have accomplished this year and I am so excited to watch them transition to second grade. 
I know that they are going to do big things next year!  
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One of our favorite memories throughout the month of May was definitely our field trip to Tenafly Nature 
Center! Students had a blast learning all about nature and being able to spot some really cool animals! 

We were able to see turtles, frogs, millipedes, owls, and more! We also learned how to identify the different 
kinds of poison ivy.  
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In reader’s workshop, we have spent some time reviewing comprehension skills that we have learned 
throughout the school year. Some of these skills include visualizing, making connections, problem, and 
solution. We have also learned about Author’s Purpose. Students can now identify and distinguish between the 
different reasons an author writes a text. Our class continues to build reading stamina each month, and we are 
able to maintain focus during independent reading time for over twenty five minutes!  

In word study, students are continuing to learn new word patterns through the Orton-Gillingham method. In the 
month of May, students learned a variety of diphthongs to apply to their reading and writing.  These include ow, 
oi, oy, au, and aw. Students practice their new spelling patterns in their daily literacy center rotation. Students 
rotate between five centers throughout the week to practice working with new material and review previously 
learned skills. Throughout this month, we have also learned an additional twenty new red (sight) words!  

With the enVision math series, children have almost completed topic 15. In topic 15, geometry, students 
reviewed plane shapes and learned the names of solid figures. We had so much fun creating a song to help us 
remember the different shapes. This included spheres, cylinders, pyramids, cubes, rectangular prisms, and 
cones. We learned how to identify vertices of solid figures and the amount of flat sides.  We are about to begin 
topic 16, fractions of shapes. Students will learn how to make equal parts, how to describe these equal parts of 
whole objects, and how to make halves and fourths of rectangles and circles.  

In writer’s workshop, we are just about to wrap up our sixth unit of study, poetry. In this unit, students learned 
how to write many different types of poetry, such as cinquain and acrostic poems.  We have also written 
wonderful poems using our five senses. Students have been doing a great job peer editing and revising their 
poems. They will soon share their poems to the class in our next publishing party! As the school year is coming 
to an end, we are about to begin creating our First Grade Memory books. Students cannot wait to write about all 
the memories that we have shared throughout our year in first grade!  

Grade 1- Mrs. Jupinka 

In our literacy block, the children have been working very hard on their independent reading. We continue to 
read at least 8 books in our independent reading bags including non-fiction books. We continue to love our quiet 
reading time in our favorite spots. We are very excited about our character unit! They love reading and talking 
about their favorite book characters. Can you believe that we have learned over 160 red words so far this year?! 
Our spelling patterns have taken us through a variety of diphthongs. Synonyms, antonyms and contractions 
have also been part of our daily lessons. The “all about” states project was fantastic! They all did an amazing 
job and they loved presenting them to their classmates. Many of them love writing in their journals coming up 
with their own adventures.  

Congratulations to all of the celebrity readers in our class! I am so proud of how much you all practiced to be 
able to read to all of us! Thanks so much to all of our mystery readers throughout the year. It is so exciting to 
watch their faces light up when friends and family come in to visit! 

In math, the children began working on geometry and will finish the year out with fractions. The children 
continue to look forward to our Friday math club! 
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In health, our May topic focused on safety (which included summer safety, stranger safety and general safety in 
the home as well as outside).We will finish up with a brief unit on character choices, such as respect. 

Thank you to the PTA for sponsoring our “Sounds like Fun” science program. The kids loved it. 
On May 22, we took our field trip to the Tenafly Nature Center. I think we would all agree that it was a great 
day! Thanks to the parents who were able to join us. 

Look for a note outlining all of the special activities that are planned for the last days of school! 
It has been a pleasure working with your children this year. Thank you for your support and help throughout the 
year! Have a safe and restful summer! 

Grade 2- Mrs. Albanese 

The month of May literally flew by in second grade! Time flies when you are having fun! In reading, we started 
the novel, The Chocolate Touch. This is a follow up to reading Chocolate Fever back in January. The students 
loved meeting the new character and learning about how everything he touches turns to chocolate! The students 
enjoyed comparing and contrasting the two novels.  

In math, we finished our geometry unit. The students closed out the unit with making shape pizzas! Also, we 
learned how to tell time. The students are now time telling pros and remind me daily of our schedule! We did 
various projects within this unit, like creating a "Day in the life of" personalized student schedule detailing what 
everyone does throughout the week. The students also learned the different time telling lingo, such as "quarter 
to", or "half past". We are about to start our step up to grade 3 unit, which is multiplication and division! These 
kids are getting so big! 

In dance class, the students loved doing dance battles. They had so much fun getting into their dance groups, 
choosing a song, and choreographing their dance. Second grade has some awesome moves! 

In writing, we have been working on persuasive writing. The students are completing their "Whiz Kid 
Advertising Agency" jobs. Each student is part of an advertising team, and will try to convince the class why 
their local shop is the best. The students will be creating a TV commercial, along with writing the script, 
creating the background and props!   
 
Grade 2- Ms. Delatorre  

In math, students learned to identify solid figures by their faces or flat surfaces, edges and vertices. They 
recognized and named trapezoids, parallelograms and hexagons, and put shapes together to make new 
shapes. They cut shapes apart to make new shapes, and decided if shapes were cut into equal or unequal parts. 
They also learned how to tell time to the hour, increments of fifteen and thirty minutes. They learned about bar 
graphs and line plots. After learning about pictographs, they surveyed the class and created their own 
pictographs.  
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In reading, students are finishing up the novel Chocolate Touch. They learned new higher level vocabulary 
words weekly, and made predictions about each Chapter using pictures. They also focused on character traits, 
visualizing, and making inferences. They will be comparing and contrasting this novel to the last, Chocolate 
Fever. They will take the CoGat test, which will test their cognitive abilities. 

In writing, students published their descriptive paper about their favorite vacation. They also selected two 
topics, and wrote a compare and contrast paper about it. In grammar, they learned how to read an analogy and 
create their own. They also learned about more homophones (their, they're, there), Students continue to practice 
letter formation using the handwriting book. They also learned new red words and pattern words in spelling. 

In social studies, they learned about different types of environments (suburban, urban, and rural). They learned 
ways that people change their environment. They also learned how to identify, use, and conserve resources. 

Grade 2- Mrs. Engel/Mrs. Micowski 

In reader’s workshop, we started our second novel study Chocolate Touch by Patrick Skene Catling.  The 
students were excited to start reading this chapter book about a boy named John Midas that loves to eat 
chocolate any hour of the day.  One day, after wandering into a candy store and buying a piece of their best 
chocolate, John finds out that there might be such a thing as too much chocolate.  Throughout the novel study 
the students are reviewing and applying various inferential and literal comprehension skills.  The students love 
comparing this book to Chocolate Fever. 

In writer’s workshop, the students finalized and published their persuasive writing piece, where they utilized the 
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six traits of writing as a guide.  The final product consisted of three paragraphs.  Each paragraph stated reasons 
that support why their food is the best.  The students presented their final product to their peers at our publishing 
party.  

In math, we have focused on money.  To make the meaning of money more meaningful we created a second 
grade class store for the students to go shopping.  A big thank you to all of the parents that donated small toys, 
pencils, erasers, stickers, etc…  to be sold at our class store.  Each day the students brought in coins that equaled 
the value of twenty cents.  The students practiced adding up the prices of the items they wanted to buy.  Once 
they had the items they wanted to purchase they would pay the cashier (Mrs. Engel) twenty five cents.  The 
money that was collected has been donated to a charity (Benjamin’s Hope for the Future Foundation).  How 
awesome to see kids donating to kids! 

We are using multi-sensory techniques from the Orton-Gillingham program to learn how to spell and read 
words during word study. The students have learned the spelling rules for adding the suffix -ly to root words. 
The students have also been practicing how to read and spell words with consonant “le”. 

In science, the students started our unit Material Magic: Properties & Phases of Matter.  The students developed 
an appreciation for the manmade materials of everyday objects and learned to recognize that those materials are 
chosen based on their properties. Through a hands-on investigation, students explored the material properties 
involved in meeting basic needs (such as clothing). They carried out an investigation of the properties of the 
provided materials. Students then sketched out their plan for making a hat with the materials they selected.  

Grade 2- Ms. Vega 

We were busy bees this past month! To kick start May, we read our second novel titled Chocolate Touch. We 
chose this novel so we could compare and contrast it to our 1st Novel, Chocolate Fever. Throughout the novel, 
we practiced new skill sets such as cause and effect, making inferences, visualization and predicting. As a class, 
we took a vote and unanimously decided that out of the two novels we loved this book the most.  

In math, we covered our unit with money. We learned how to identify coins, the value of each coin, how to add 
and subtract change, and even how to estimate the costs of items.  

!  
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Our last writing piece this year was our opinion paper. Each student picked their favorite food in the world and 
wrote about why they think it’s the best. We heard about the classics such as pizza, ice cream, and chicken 
nuggets, but we also heard some interesting meals such as filet mignon and spring salad! Some of the opinions 
and facts were so convincing, some of us were persuaded to change our minds! 

!  
 

!  
 
 
POR/RTI Grade 2- Mrs. Caicedo 

May was an exciting month in the resource room! We continue to work daily on our phonics and decoding skills 
using the Orton-Gillingham multisensory reading program, and reading workshop where we focus on decoding 
and comprehension skills.  We explored books that are on our reading level and of interest to us and practiced 
decoding skills learned in Orton-Gillingham. Additionally, we began to apply skills and strategies learned in 
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reading workshop and Orton-Gillingham, when reading works independently. Additionally, we completed our 
first novel Ready Freddy, Tooth Trouble, which the students really enjoyed.  

In Math, Second Grade has been working on learning the value of coins and adding money together.  

Additionally, RTI classes are up and running on focus on remediation of skills taught in the classroom during 
Literacy. This includes a review of Orton-Gillingham and reading comprehension skills. Supplemental 
resources from Reading A-Z are also used during RTI instruction.  

In May, Kidz Care collected new toys for Hackensack Hospital, Kids Tackle Cancer program. As a school we 
were able to collect 160 toys! Great job Doyle! 

Grade 3- Mrs. Campagna 

In literacy this month, we sharpened all of our skills and strategies to make sure that we were ready to tackle the 
NJSLA state test!  Lively book talks continued this month as we completed our last unit on comparing and 
contrasting fictional text.  This unit included a full study of fables, folktales and figurative language.  Different 
genres of text were compared and contrasted.   
Point of view was the main focus during our writing blocks. Students read different text and changed story 
details as they retold the story from a different character’s point of view.  Students were also the narrator in 
action and adventure stories.  Students were given the characters and plot...full creativity allowed them to create 
their own fictional adventure for several different characters. 

Periods 3&4 started their last fictional journey right where they started in September…with a dog!  Ribsy was a 
scruffy pooch who ended up getting lost. The mutt needed to rely on his instincts to find his way back to his 
owner, Henry Huggins.  However, Ribsy’s journey back home was not an easy one!  He ran into some very 
interesting characters who thought Ribsy would make an excellent pet.  The poor pooch endured a violet bubble 
bath, wearing clothes, and being a school mascot!  Students were able to compare and contrast Ribsy to Scratch 
from Doggone Third Grade.  Did Ribsy make his was way home to Henry??  Your child will definitely be able 
to answer that important question for you! 

Periods 6&7 “clowned” around with Cam Jansen this month in the very funny and entertaining The Mystery of 
the Circus Clown.  Poor Cam can’t escape crime solving no matter where she goes.  On this adventure, she had 
to try and figure out which circus clown stole her aunt’s wallet.  Not an easy case to solve since all of the 
clowns were already wearing a disguise.  Students were able to compare and contrast the characters, setting and 
plot of this book to The Haunted Hotel that they completed back in October. 

Students continued to sharpen their independent comprehension skills on RAZ Kids, Read Works, & Into the 
Book.  They also had several opportunities to read their favorite genre on Tumble Books and make their own 
books both offline.  They can continue working on their keyboarding skills at home by accessing typing.com 

We completed another amazing science topic this month!   
In topic 6, my little scientists learned about the fascinating world of ecosystems.  They were amazed to learn 
how much plants and animals rely on each other for survival in their environments.  Ecosystems such as ponds, 
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rain forests, deserts, and the Arctic were investigated.  Students were shocked to learn about all of the complex 
life that exists in each ecosystem. 

Thank you for an amazing year!  It has been a pleasure spending the last 10 months with your child.  I love what 
I do.  I know they will continue to grow and thrive at WRIS.   
Remember…I am an email away at bcampagna@wood-ridgeschools.org.    
Please save the dates below: 

SAVE THE DATES: 

June 11:  Class Trip - STEAM Lab Maywood 
June 13:  Doyle Day 
June 17:  WRIS Visit 
June 19th:  Third Grade Fun Day!  Dress for a day of fun and games at Doyle! 
June 20th:  Class Pizza Party!  Thank you class moms...Mrs. Nieves and Mrs. Crea! 
June 21:  Third Grade Farewell - 9:00-10:00 Doyle All Purpose Room….get your tissues and cameras 
ready!             
                                              
Grade 3- Mrs. Hynes 

Math:  Students experienced their first math NJSLA testing this month.  They worked very hard to complete the 
three day test!  Following NJSLA, students learned a great deal about measurement!   Students were introduced 
to both the customary and metric units of measurement during our study of capacity and mass.  They completed 
a lab using a pan balance to measure in grams and ounces as well as made their own “gallon man” creations to 
help with conversions!     

Science:  This month students continued their study of living things.  Students were excited to begin moving 
from plants to studying about mammals, reptiles, amphibians, and fish this month.  The students partnered up to 
complete mini research projects and posters about an animal of their choice.  The children enjoyed doing online 
research as well as using books from our classroom library to complete their projects.   

Special Events: The class took a great trip this month.  They enjoyed a beautiful and informative day at Van 
Saun County Park.  Students learned about all types of animals and even got up close and personal with a 
hissing cockroach!   

                    �  
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Grade 3- Ms. Moccia 
During the month of May the third grade students worked hard in preparation for the New Jersey Student 
Learning Assessment.  Additionally, in math the students learned how to estimate liquid, volume, and mass.  In 
topic 15, students learned how to measure capacity. We discussed the customary and metric units of capacity.  
Also, the students learned all about the appropriate tools and units to measure mass and weight.  

In reading this month, we began a new novel study, Otis Spofford.  The students have greatly enjoyed reading it 
so far!  

This month in science, we continued studying living things. Students explored how all living things are alike 
and different.   
As a class we learned about how animals change as they grow and adapt to their environments. In addition, we 
discussed different parts of animals and how they use these body parts to carry out their everyday lives.  
Students had the chance to further study animals on our field trip to the Van Saun Park Zoo.   

POR/RTI Grade 3- Mrs. Gibney 

May was such a quick month! 

In resource literacy class, we wrapped up our Orton-Gillingham/phonetic sequence and reviewed all learned 
phonemes.  We also began a unit on punctuation, and learned all about capitals, periods, and commas.  For 
reading, we have begun the chapter book I Survived the Sinking of the Titanic.   

In math, we wrapped up data and moved onto finding perimeter and area of shapes.  Following, we moved onto 
telling time and finding elapsed time. 

June is coming quickly and we are excited for all the fun activities! 

Speech Therapist- Ms. Allen 

Therapy Session Activities: 

We continue to work hard during speech class in our small group/ individual speech therapy sessions. Speech 
instruction for all students is working toward complete carryover of accurate sound productions and/or 
improvement of language goals. Therapy sessions are individualized to each child’s needs, and technology of 
the iPad is being incorporated into therapy sessions as appropriate. 

Speech- Ms. Amadeo 

We started off the month with a Mother’s Day craft for each of the students’ mothers! The craft included 
“coupons” to help their mothers around the house. The students were excited to complete this craft and give it to 
their mothers for Mother’s Day! Towards the end of the month, we did a baseball craft. The craft included 
putting baseballs with pictures on a baseball glove. I incorporated each child’s goal in this activity. If a child has 
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language goals, I had them name the category that each object was in and then had to list three more items in 
each category. If a child has articulation goals, I had the children say each of the words five times each or in a 
sentence, depending on what level they were at. For children in pre-k or kindergarten, I targeted goals such as 
following directions, increasing MLU (I see a baseball glove!) and requesting items (brown crayon please!). 
This was a great activity that I could incorporate everyone’s goals so every child could participate. Afterwards, I 
hung up the baseball gloves in my speech room for all of the children to admire their good work. 

Occupational Therapy- Mrs. DeFilippo 

During the month of May, students continued to work hard during occupational therapy in small group/ 
individual sessions in order to meet individualized goals. When weather permits, students were brought to the 
playground to work on gross motor, motor planning, and upper extremity strengthening while navigating 
playground equipment in relation to goals. Therapy sessions are individualized to each child’s needs, and 
technology of the iPad is being incorporated into therapy sessions as appropriate, such as with use of the app 
“Osmo.” Students worked on near and far point copying for Mother’s Day writing prompts with a coloring 
component. Middle school students also worked on executive functioning skills including, but not limited to 
organization, impulse control, planning and prioritization. 

Physical Education- Mr. Aranda 

For the month of May Doyle students have been getting ready for the much anticipated most fun-filled day of 
the year…Field Day! Throughout the month in their physical education classes the students have been 
practicing some of the activities/games that they will be competing in for Field Day. Some of those games 
include; Baggo Beanbag Toss, Ladder Ball, Torch Run Relay, Soaking Sponge Relay, Soccer Shootout, Hurdles 
‘n Hoops Obstacle Relay, B-ball Hot Spots, Big-Ball Volleyball, Big Ring Toss, Cone Flip and of course the 
popular PTA provided Bounce Houses.  
Additionally, the students spent some time learning and practicing choreographed dance routines to a fun upbeat 
song; “Chainsaw” by Family Force 5. This dance practice was done in preparation for Field Day where the 
entire student body will attempt the routine all at the same time. Chainsaw is not only fun to jam to but a great 
aerobic workout as well with nonstop movement. The kids have been working hard at learning and executing 
the dance routine with the motivation of putting on a memorable show on Field Day!  

Art- Mrs. Jeffrey 

Pre-K students designed their art portfolios. They talked about their favorite project, artists they 
learned about, and colored their portfolio worksheets neatly just like kindergarteners! 
  
K Kindergarten artists created Cactus, inspired by the artwork of Georgia O’Keefe in correlation with  
their classroom unit on the Wild West. Students followed along with Mrs. Jeffery to draw a large  
3-D looking cactus on their paper. They drew their cactus large and going off the paper - just  
like Georgia O’Keefe! Kindergarten artists also learned about the artist Vincent Van Gogh by  
creating Vincent Van Donut prints. Students watched a brief video art with Mati and Dada video on  
Van Gogh. They then shared a fact they learned from the video. Students learned Van Gogh would  
layer different color paints on top of each other. Those lines and layers look like sprinkles. We used  
Van Gogh's "sprinkle" lines to create a base or background for our prints. Students then printed  
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donuts on their backgrounds using vanilla, cinnamon, or chocolate colored paint and cut-up  
pool noodles. Lastly, students decorated their donuts and made them look 3-D using highlights  
and shadows. To complete their work, students wrote a sentence about why their dad is so sweet  
in preparation for “Donuts for Dad” in their classrooms. 
  
First grade artists completed their Emoji Self Portraits and drew Berthe Morisot Impressionist  
Bouquets. Students viewed the artwork of Morisot and noticed the layers and lines of colors in  
her artwork. They used descriptive adjectives to talk about the way she painted (flowy, blended,  
melted). Students drew a bouquet using ovals and circles. They then learned how to layer colors  
using oil pastels - just like impressionist painters!  
  
Second grade artists completed their Wayne Thiebaud Inspired Donut Sculptures. Students chose  
the flavor to paint their donuts. They also selected the finish for their donuts - glossy or matte.  
Students observed how a glossy finish made their donuts look glazed where a matte finish made  
their donuts look powder-y. They assembled their icing and learned various techniques to decorate  
their donuts with objects that looked like sprinkles and drizzled icing.  
  
Third grade artists began creating zentangle geodes. They observed the patterns and colors of  
geodes and used organic shapes to draw the outlines. Next, they used analogous colors and filled  
them in using rings of color. Students will make their geodes look realistic by brushing water over  
top of the markers. Lastly, they will contrast the organic shaped geodes with geometric  
zentangle designs to complete their artwork.  

Music- Mr. LaBelle 

First, second, and third grade have been reviewing pitch, rhythm and lyrics for songs and have been practicing 
reading notes on the staff by identifying line and space notes and labeling notes with the appropriate letter name 
and then playing songs in groups and individually on the xylophones. Students also finished up learning about 
classical and modern composers, respectively.  

Kindergarten and Pre-K have been preparing: On Top of Spaghetti, America, the Beautiful, You're a Grand Old 
Flag and Let's Go Fly a Kite.  

Pre-K is working on Hakuna Matata, Five Little Ducks, Bingo, and Zip-A-Dee-Doo-Dah.  

Kindergarten and Pre-K students have also started using the alphabet to play early childhood folk songs on the 
xylophones such as Mary Had a Little Lamb and Three Blind Mice. 

Library/Media- Mrs. Diaz 

The Catherine Doyle Elementary School students have been very busy learning how to design and engineer 
structures using a variety of items based on grade level, AASL Standards, and New Jersey 21st Century Life 
and Careers Standards. The lessons went very well and everyone seemed to really like doing them. 
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In the early part of June, students will have a “refresher” course in typing to prepare them for the 2019-2020 
school year.  

As we prepare for the close of another school year, please remember to return all library books before the close 
of the school year, so they can be entered back into the system. 

Thank you for another great school year! 

ESL- Ms. Manicone 

Through May we worked on several different topics.  At the beginning of the month we focused on the life 
cycle of a butterfly.  Our class read and listened to stories.   

They wrote about the cycle of the caterpillar becoming a butterfly and were able to tell their classmate the 
process from the pictures they drew.   Towards the end of the month, we learned about different activities and 
places people go over the summer.  We looked at pictures of summer activities and students sorted their favorite 
activities and described what they like to do over the summer when they are not in school.   

 Intermediate School                                                                                                                                              

Grade 4 – May 

Social Studies 
 This month, the students have been studying the Civil War! We discussed the different economies of the North 
and South, learned about famous abolitionists, and explored the Underground Railroad. We also read about some of the 
battles during the war and Abraham Lincoln’s role in the war.  We discussed his famous Gettysburg Address and the 
Emancipation Proclamation as well.  Currently, we are reading Lesson 3 where we will learn about how the South was 
rebuilt in the Reconstruction period after the war. We are looking forward to reading some story books and working on an 
online simulation related to this important time period in our history!  
 Students also enjoyed our field trip to Waterloo Village where they were able to enhance their learning about the 
Lenape Native American tribe. This was a great time! See some pictures below… 

   
English Language Arts 
 Students have continued to read Number the Stars by Lois Lowry.  After reading Chapters 5 and 6, students 
created large postcards in which they wrote from a character’s perspective about their trip to Uncle Henrik’s house. 
Another hands-on project that students are working on involves a character sketch.   

Grade 4 – Johnson 
          
It is so hard to believe that we are at the end of another school year.  It seems to have gone by so quickly.  These last few 
months have been very busy for the 4th graders.   

We all had a great time on our class trip to Waterloo Village in Stanhope, NJ.  We had the opportunity to learn about the 
lives of the Lenape Indians.  The children had the chance to make some pottery bowls and try some tools used by the 
Indians for planting and cooking.  We were very lucky to have a nice day of weather to enjoy this day. Even though it was 
cloudy and a little bit rainy, it was perfect for walking around. 
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    !  !  
                                                          

Scenes from Waterloo Village 

!  

                                        
                              
Our 4th graders also had a chance to go on a trip to Carnegie Hall to watch and play their recorders with an orchestra.  The 
program included a jazz band and a performance by a dance group.  The children really enjoyed this.   In addition to all of 
our trips, the 4th graders had a great time participating in WRIS Field Day 2019.  Thank you to the PTA for the great T-
shirts for both the children and the staff.  Also a big thank you to the PTA for the Pick-a-Packet assembly that the children 
participated.  This is such a fun assembly.  The students always love it.   
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     !       !  
        Carnegie Hall trip                                          Field Day 2019 

Math1 – We have been working with measurement using customary and metric units.  The children worked with 
converting the different units and using them to answer various types of word problems.  We have almost finished the 
textbook so we are going to be using the last few weeks to work on some projects that include the skills that we have 
learned throughout the year.  The children will present their resort projects. Then we will be working on a project in which 
the students constructed a zoo exhibit.  Each student will research the needs of a certain animal and then designed a zoo 
habitat for them detailing the area and perimeter of their animal’s enclosure.  It was a fun way to learn about area, 
perimeter and animals! 

Math 2 – The students have added and subtracted fractions with like denominators as well as mixed numbers.   We have 
also practiced borrowing when subtracting mixed numbers.  We have been working with decimals and are concentrating 
on understanding how fractions and decimals are related.  We will be practicing these skills using different centers and 
activities. 

Science- We have been learning about electricity static electricity.  We have used balloons to demonstrate just how the 
buildup of negative charges can affect our hair, and we have some silly pictures to prove it!  We also discussed how 
lightning is the just a big static shock, and some steps that we can take to help keep safe from lightning. 

!    !  
Science Activities  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Grade 4 – Hamerling 

Social Studies 

 This month, students have been learning about the Civil War.  In Lesson 1: The Fight Against Slavery, we 
discussed the economies in the North and South, famous abolitionists (William Still, Harriet Tubman, Sarah and Angelina 
Grimke, and Frederick Douglass), and the Underground Railroad.  In Lesson 2: The Union Divided, students learned 
about the causes of the country’s division at this time, some of the battles during the war, and the importance of Abraham 
Lincoln.  This included the Gettysburg Address and the Emancipation Proclamation.  Currently, we are reading Lesson 3: 
Rebuilding the Nation. 
  
  
Language Arts 
  
 Students continue to read Number the Stars by Lois Lowry.  After reading Chapters 5 and 6, students chose a 
character’s perspective of their trip to Uncle Henrik’s house and drafted and illustrated a postcard to Papa letting him 
know what occurred on their trip, as well as what they have seen along the way.  Another fun project that students are 
working on involves a character sketch.  In groups, one student was traced on paper and the outline was turned into one of 
the main characters.  After finishing their drawings, students have been deciding on character traits for their characters and 
going back into the novel to look for text evidence to support the traits chosen.  We also read The Cats in Krasinski 
Square, a true story about how a group of people in Warsaw, Poland helped send food to the people living in the Warsaw 
Ghetto. 
 Students also completed the Spring Star Testing. 
   

Grade 4 – Romoff 

May was a very busy and exciting month. Students have continued working on fraction skills. The classes have been 
learning how to add and subtract mixed numbers, with and without regrouping and have begun learning how to multiply 
fractions and whole numbers. Students have also been hard at work simplifying fractions when needed, including 
converting answers to mixed numbers from improper fractions. Students have also been working on their operational 
skills and problem solving skills. It is really amazing at how much their mathematical skills have increased this year. 

Science was really heated up this month as the focus of learning was on Heat. The students participated in fun activities 
which demonstrated the transfer of heat through conduction or convection. These activities included melting ice cubes, 
seeing balloons inflate and deflate when heat or cold is present, observing a balloon expand when heated with a hairdryer, 
and determining if an item was a conductor or an insulator. Students also enjoyed watching videos on the transfer of heat. 

The fourth grade also enjoyed their music field trip to Carnegie Hall. They enjoyed playing their recorders with the 
orchestra. The fourth grade also loved their field trip to Waterloo Village. Their learning about the Lenni Lenape really 
came alive at the recreated village. Students enjoyed sitting in a Long House, decorating pottery, playing a game, and 
grinding corn. May ended with a beautiful day for Field Day. It was an especially successful day for the class. We were a 
part of the winning white team and we won the fourth grade tug-of-war. 

Grade 4 – Trentacosti 

Language Arts 
  
 This month, the class continued to read Number the Stars by Lois Lowry.  Students completed a writing 
assignment to go along with chapters 5 & 6.  Students chose a character’s perspective and wrote about the trip to Uncle 
Henrik’s house. They drafted and illustrated a postcard to Papa letting him know what occurred on their trip, as well as 
what they have seen along the way.  Another fun project that students are working on involves a “big” character drawing.  
In groups, students traced one group member to become the outline of a main character in the story.  After finishing their 
drawings, students have been deciding on character traits for their characters and going back into the novel to look for text 
evidence to support the traits chosen.  These character traits are displayed on the outside of the character picture.   
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We also read aloud a variety of books that relate to the historical context of Number the Stars.  One of the read 
alouds was The Cats in Krasinski Square, a true story about how a group of people in Warsaw, Poland helped send food to 
the people living in the Warsaw Ghetto.  Finally, students completed the Spring Star Testing. 

Grade 5 – Ciliotta 

Mrs. Ciliotta 5th Grade 

!  

Math 

In the month of May we spent time learning about Coordinate Geometry. The students should be able to define a 
coordinate system and plot coordinate pairs understanding that the first coordinate is how far from the origin on the x-axis 
and the second coordinate is how far to travel on the second axis. (y-axis)Students learned about the Coordinate Plane, 
how to find distances and graph patterns.  One of the centers was Battleship. This classic game helped students practice 
reading and recording ordered pairs.  We are wrapping up the end of the year by learning how to convert customary units 
of measurement.  Students came close to achieving the Think Through Math goal of 100 percent and earned an Italian ice 
party to celebrate their hard work. I am proud of their perseverance and effort to master the 5th grade curriculum.  I wish 
them a very happy restful summer!  

Science 

!  !  
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!  
5-ESS1 Earth's Place in the Universe 

We blasted off into space for our last Science unit which examined two key ideas.  One is that the Sun is our closest star 
and the central largest body in our solar system.  The second, focused on the predictable patterns of motion of Earth 
relative to the sun.  These movements are responsible for the natural phenomena that occurs on our planet such as day, 
night and the seasons.  Students read and discovered constellation patterns by viewing them through self-made 
constellation tubes.   Students also learned how to use a planisphere.  We had a great year navigating and learning the 
Next Generation Science Standards.  Thank you for sending in the Science supplies needed for our experiments.  We 
greatly appreciate it and the students really enjoyed the hands on labs throughout the year. 

         Grade 5 – Muscle 

Mrs. Muscle 5th grade ELA  
The class has continued their final unit of the year.  They are reading George Washington’s Socks by Elvira 

Woodruff.  The novel falls under the genres of historical fiction, realistic fiction, and science fiction. While reading the 
novel students focused on the following skills: 

• Vocabulary in context 
• Foreshadowing 
• Character traits (for 1 character and comparing characters) 
• Parts of the story mountain 
• Genres (historical fiction, realistic fiction, science fiction) 
• Cause and effect 
• Figurative language 
• Sensory details/descriptive writing 
• 4 types of conflict 
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The month of May really “TEST”ed our knowledge. We prepared for NJSLA by reading passages, answering text 
dependent questions, and answering written responses that ask us to use all our skills and strategies. We, then, had the 
chance to apply our learning on the test itself. We worked hard everyday. 

Finally, we wrote our DARE essays for DARE Graduation in June. We reflected on what skills DARE taught us, 
our favorite part of DARE, and then how we will use DARE in our future. 

Mrs. Muscle 5th grade Social Studies 
 During Social Studies, the students continue to study early American colonization. Students have learned about 
the issues between the colonists and Great Britain that led to the American Revolution. They have learned about famous 
Revolutionary War leaders such as Paul Revere, Patrick Henry, and Sam Adams. They have also learned of the many 
events that led to freedom including the Boston Massacre and the Battle of Bunker Hill. Students will continue to learn 
about the birth of our nation for the rest of the year. 
 Students continue to use virtual interactive BrainPop episodes to reinforce new concepts and engage cognitive 
activity through an educational cartoon.  The use of graphic organizers and close readings have enhanced the material and 
increased retention. They have reviewed material by engaging in an interactive review, using Kahoot! and Quizziz after 
specific lessons and/or review sessions. 
 Our DARE program continues during Social Studies with Officers Marchitelli and Vitkovsky of the WRPD.They 
filmed their DARE Pledges for graduation. That included plenty of blooper reel material! Students also had the chance to 
drive a “Drunk Cart”. This was a pedal cart that they had to pedal and steer around a created track, while wearing the 
Drunk Googles. It gave them the effect of driving while intoxicated. 

  
Grade 5 – Oppido 

HP Math: 
With practicing for the NJ-SLA along with taking the NJ-SLA Test for both ELA and Math sadly, it didn’t allow for much 
time to start learning anything new.  So I allowed my HP Math students to take a break from the textbook and work on a 
project when I saw them in the afternoon.  They were introduced and began working on the Party Planning Project that is 
starting to come together nicely.  My students and I will most likely start the last portion of our textbook, Step Up to 
Grade 6 after Field Day, which will be the start of June. Here is where the current fifth grade students get a taste of what it 
will be like going into sixth grade in just a few short months.  Some of the lessons will pertain to ratios, rates and unit 
rates, as well as proportions.   

Math:  
As mentioned above, with practicing for the NJ-SLA along with taking the NJ-SLA Test for both ELA and Math sadly, it 
didn’t allow for much time to start learning anything new, however, we tried our best to start Topic 16: Coordinate 
Geometry and have continued on with this chapter after the testing was over. They also completed a little project where 
they graphed a picture of their choice while writing all of the points down and then have a classmate redraw it (following 
their directions) to see if there were any errors.  
                       

Science: 
With the NJ-SLA Testing, we didn’t get to accomplish as much as I would have liked this month.  During testing, the 
classes completed an activity titled, The Earth and the Universe: Space Travel. In the activity, it gave the students a better 
understanding of the distances between different objects in space.  If you came into my room, you would see a bunch of 
tiny pieces of paper (the earth, moon, sun, mars etc.) taped to my walls, door and closets from the students trying to figure 
out the apparent distance between each. At the end of the month, both classes will say good bye to this unit and take the 
assessment on the entire unit. Moving forward, we are going to touch upon the last unit for the year, which is Human 
Impact on the Earth. In this unit, we will be discussing the positive and negative impacts human beings have on the Earth.  
I am looking forward to hearing what the students think they can do to help preserve the Earth.  
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Grade 5 – Palmieri 

Social Studies:  

Students discussed the road the the American Revolution.Students read and discussed the causes and the effects of the 
colonists protests towards to new taxes placed on them by England. We discussed in detail  the Stamp Act, Tea Act, Sugar 
Act, Intolerable Acts, etc. Students read about how the actions of Parliament led to the protests against British rule and 
identified and discussed the leaders responsible for leading these protests against the British.  
Students viewed Liberty’s Kids videos and Brainpop to help guide comprehension on the topic.  
We also discussed major events leading up to the Revolutionary War including the Boston Massacre and the Boston Tea 
Party.  We discussed the causes and effects of these events and how the British responded to them. Students also 
completed webquests on the Causes of the Revolution. This webquest  provoked critical thinking and allowed students to 
use technology to gain a deeper understanding of the content. Students investigated various links, passages, and videos 
while being responsible for their own learning.  

ELA: 

The class has continued their final unit of the year.  We continued to read the novel George Washington’s Socks by Elvira 
Woodruff.  The novel falls under the genres of historical fiction, realistic fiction, and science fiction.   While reading 
the novel students focused on the following skills: 

● Vocabulary in context 
● Foreshadowing 
● Sensory details/descriptive writing  
● Types of Conflict 
● Genres (historical fiction, realistic fiction, science fiction) 
● Cause and effect 
● Parts of a Story Mountain 
● Character traits 
● Figurative Language 

Students also worked hard to prepare for the NJSLA. Students prepared for 
NJSLA by reading passages, answering text dependent questions, and 
answering written responses that required them to use all our skills and strategies. 

In addition, students worked on composing their DARE essays in Language Arts.  As part of the DARE program, students 
were required to to write 1 to 1 ½ pages explaining what they learned from DARE, giving specific examples and 
discussing ways the things they learned connected to their lives. Students shared their essays with their homerooms and a 
winner was chosen to present their essay at the DARE graduation next month.  

 Grade 6 – Borrell 

English- The Sixth Graders continue to put their literary analysis skills to use on The Giver.  We have discussed the main 
themes of the novel which include choices, traditions and customs, isolation, and ageism.  This novel has led to some 
great discussions and has really made the class think about important social issues that affect our lives today.  Upon 
completion of the novel, we will be watching the film adaptation of it and will compare and contrast the two.  The end of 
the year is quickly approaching and we are ready for seventh grade!  

Social Studies – The historians continue to work on the Ancient Greece chapter.  We have completed our study of a 
Famous Greek.  This year we expanded our research to include some mythical figures, gods, and goddesses.  Students 
chose gods and goddesses such as Aphrodite and Zeus.  Some important mythical figures included Hercules and Achilles.  
Included in this research were real historical figures that made an impact such as Socrates and Draco as well.  The 
students are having a great time studying this ancient society that has shaped our modern world so much.  Hopefully we 
will be able to study a little of Ancient Rome before the year comes to a close.  What a fun year we had in Social Studies!! 
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!   !   !  

Grade 6 – Koernig 
        
We are continuing to read the The Giver, by Lois Lowry. We are focusing on the following themes in the novel: memory 
and the past, rules and order, choices, language and communication, isolation, suffering, old age, and tradition and 
custom. We continue to correctly respond to reading questions and fill out a graphic organizer on each chapter. As a class 
we have had many in depth discussions on a variety of important issues. Students will see the movie version of the book 
so that the students can compare/contrast the two as a culminating activity.   

!  

Students have had many exciting events!  They attended a field trip to the Newark Museum and participated in Pick-A-
Packet and Field Day.  

!  

Grade 6 – Molta 

The month of May was a busy time for us in sixth grade! As always, they had an exceptional experience with Neutral 
Zone. They also had a great time participating in pick-a-packet and pajama day! The best part of this month was, of 
course, field day! 

Math:  The sixth graders have worked so hard all year; we were able to complete our sixth grade curriculum before 
NJSLA! We engaged in many center-based activities to keep practicing and reviewing for NJSLA. Students thoroughly 
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enjoyed playing percent bingo, building symmetrical objects with exploragons, adjusting recipes with fractional 
measurements, and analyzing real-world statistics. They even created their own Kites! 

Science:   In science we watched the movie Hidden Figures. Hidden Figures is about three African-American women who 
were the brains of the operation behind putting the first American into space. The students took time to reflect after the 
movie, ultimately writing a reflective essay on it. We also did several discussion packets and a geometrical project, both 
pertaining to the movie.  

They loved this project. They were extremely interested not only in the math and science of the movie, but the social and 
racial relationships among the characters as well. 

Grade 6 – Negro 

May has been a great month in sixth grade!  In science, students studied Earth’s atmosphere and oceans. Together we 
modeled how Earth’s atmosphere uses sunlight to warm Earth using a light bulb, plastic bags and thermometers.  Students 
worked to create a Google Slides presentation about one of the 5 oceans.  Students also researched scientists who have 
impacted our world.  Each student was assigned a unique scientist and conducted research to create an informative Google 
Slides presentation to highlight their accomplishments.   
     In math, we wrapped up our study of statistics.  Students worked as part of a group to complete a statistics project in 
which they created three data displays from a given data set about WRIS.  We discussed the real life applications of some 
of the math skills learned this year.  Students reviewed the skills of writing and comparing integers and calculating 
percentages and then completed a project to show how a bank employee would use these skills every day.   Students also 
enjoyed a read aloud of Jon Scelza’s Math Curse and created their own page for a class copy of the book.   
     The HP math students are continuing to learn geometry skills, however they are now working on mastering 7th grade 
geometry.  They have spent time learning how to calculate the circumference and area of circles, how to find the perimeter 
and area of composite figures that contain circles and semi-circles, and how to calculate the surface area and volume of 
cylinders.  Students used nets of cylinders to understand the relationship between surface area and circumference.   

!  
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Special Education – Albanese 

Language Arts:  

The students are continuing to work on the historical fiction of Number the Stars by Lois Lowry. This novel speaks about 
a family’s life during World War II (WWII). The characters in the story are Annemarie Johansen, Ellen Rosen, Kristi 
Johansen, Mama, and Papa. The settings that the story takes place in is Copenhagen, Denmark and Gillejeje, Denmark. 
They are enjoying reading this book and learning about the history of WWI. -Kathleen Albanese 05/2019 

Math:  

The students are learning about the units of length, capacity, and weight. The units of length that they are learning about 
are inches, feet, yard, and miles. The units of capacity are a cup, fluid ounces, pint, quart, and gallon. The units of weight 
are ounces, pounds and tons.  The students will be assessed on this at the end of the month. -Kathleen Albanese 05/2019 

RTI:  

The students are mainly focusing on parts of a fraction and equivalent fractions. This section focuses on math skills. My 
other section focused on symbols in literature and fractions. This section has language arts and math skills. Student 
engagement was seen through videos and games. -Kathleen Albanese 05/2019 

Special Education – Carroll 

Mrs. Carroll’s 6th Grade Math resource room 
Students spent time preparing for the NJSLA Math grade 6 assessment by completing online practice assessments 

with teacher guidance. 
The class has been working on the  unit on statistics.  They learned how to look at statistical data and find mean, 

median, mode, and range.  Students learned how to read and interpret data on different graphs and charts.  They had more 
in depth exposure to box plots, histograms, and frequency tables.  Students then conducted a survey, gathered and 
analyzed evidence, created a box plot and line graph, and finally found mean, median, mode, and range for the data. 

Students are using centers that focus on fluency of the four basic operations and extension activities on the weekly 
topics.  The class has also begun using Imagine Math.  They are working on their own pathways. 

 Mrs. Carroll’s 6th Grade ELA resource room 
The class continued reading The Giver by Lois Lowry.   The class learned genre driven vocabulary.  Students 

focused on foreshadowing and prediction while reading.  Students analyzed character, completing a character traits chart.  
Students continued to focus analysis on setting:  time, geographical location, general environment, social/political 
environment.  Students discussed how setting can cause conflict for the characters.  Students expanded their knowledge on 
imagery, which they previously explored in Bud, Not Buddy.  Students also expanded their knowledge on points of view.  
Students revisited types of conflict and focused on how the protagonist of the novel had to overcome conflicts and how 
his choices impacted the plot.  Students ended the month analyzing themes within the novel and how the themes related to 
the protagonist. 

Students spent time preparing for the NJSLA ELA grade 6 assessment by completing online practice assessments 
with teacher guidance. 

Do Now activities have focused on grammar, usage, and mechanics editing of sentences. 

Mrs. Carroll’s 6th Grade Math RTI class 
Students meet on Mondays for this RTI class.  This month the class completed online practice assessments for the 

NJSLA Grade 6 Math. 

6th Grade Social Studies ICS classes 
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 Students have been working on Chapter 6:  Ancient Greece.  Students are learning about geography and way of 
life of ancient Greeks.  They are learning about the Golden Age of Greece and the Gods and Goddesses of the time.  
Students completed a mini research project on a famous Greek or God/Goddess. 

Special Education – Lanfranchi 

5th Grade Mathematics 
During the month of May, our class began Topic 16: Data, where students assessed data and created line plots. 

 They also conducted their own surveys to create line plots based on the information collected.  This topic also deal with 
coordinate grids and ordered pairs.  Students worked hard using the ordered pairs to plot points on the coordinate grid. 
Our class has also continued to use Think Through Math weekly to reinforce math skills and prepare for the NJSLA.  

5th Grade ELA: 
The class has continued their final unit of the year.  We continued to read the novel George Washington’s Socks by Elvira 
Woodruff.  The novel falls under the genres of historical fiction, realistic fiction, and science fiction.   While reading 
the novel students focused on the following skills: 

• Vocabulary in context 
• Foreshadowing 
• Sensory details/descriptive writing  
• Types of Conflict 
• Genres (historical fiction, realistic fiction, science fiction) 
• Cause and effect 
• Parts of a Story Mountain 
• Character traits 
• Figurative Language 

Students also worked hard to prepare for the NJSLA. Students prepared for NJSLA by reading passages,  
answering questions, and answering written responses that required them to use all our skills and strategies. 

5th Social Studies ICS 
During the month of May, our class continued Chapter 5: Settlements Take Root and discussed why immigrants 

leave their homelands because of political and economic troubles, for economic opportunities, or to find freedom of 
religion. Students discussed the events leading up to the American Revolution, such as the tariffs, the Boston Massacre, 
and the Boston Tea Party, and the Intolerable Acts.  Students view Liberty’s Kids videos and Brainpop activities to help 
guide comprehension with this time period.  Students also completed webquests to promote critical thinking and gain a 
deeper understanding of the content. 

5th Science ICS 
Our class moved on from the Geosphere and began learning about Space during the month of May.  Students 

discussed the spectrum of light and created a spectrosphere.  We also categorized stars by learning about color, size, 
temperature, and luminosity.  They have also completed interactive webquests to further their research. The 5th grade was 
very fortunate to visit the Liberty Science Center to have a hands on experience. 
 5th Grade RTI 

To further practice working on identifying main ideas of a text, students have been reading various articles and 
completing center activities. 

Special Education – Panayoti 
  
Math 

The class has been working on the  unit on Statistics.  They learned how to look at statistical data and find mean, 
median, mode, and range. Students learned how to read and interpret data on different graphs and charts. They had more 
in depth exposure to box plots, histograms, and frequency tables.  
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Students are using centers that focus on fluency of the four basic operations and extension activities on the weekly 
topics.  The class has also begun using Imagine Math.  They are working on their own pathways. Students spent time 
preparing for the NJSLA Math assessment by completing online practice assessments with teacher guidance. 

English 
The class continued reading The Giver by Lois Lowry.   The class learned genre driven vocabulary.  Students 

focused on foreshadowing and prediction while reading.  Students analyzed character, completing a character traits chart.  
Students continued to focus analysis on setting:  time, geographical location, general environment, social/political 
environment.  Students discussed how setting can cause conflict for the characters.  Students expanded their knowledge on 
imagery, which they previously explored in Bud, Not Buddy.  Students also expanded their knowledge on points of view.  
Students revisited types of conflict and focused on how the protagonist of the novel had to overcome conflicts and how 
his choices impacted the plot.  Students ended the month analyzing themes within the novel and how the themes related to 
the protagonist. 

  

ESL – Manicone 

WRIS  
This month our class continued reading “Number the Stars”.  We are discussing the events in each chapter.  

Students are working on using details and evidence from the story to answer the questions through RACE.  During testing, 
students created life size pictures of the main characters.  Students developed a list of physical traits and character traits to 
describe their character.    

Art – C. Sterba 

Grade 4 Art- Students studied different uses of line in artwork, focusing their attention on the work of Edgar Degas and is 
gesture drawings. Afterwards, they designed some characters of their own using a similar style. They are then taking these 
designs and attempting to make them appear to be moving. 

Grade 5 Art – Students looked at some examples of traditional and modern Persian artwork, and studied how pattern is a 
major motif in the work. They then begin using an 18th century miniature as inspiration for creating a pattern based image 
of their own. 

Grade 6 Art- Students looked at the work of artist/director Tim Burton. Using the same steps that would be used in 
creating a character for one of him films, students are creating an alter-ego version of themselves. They started with a list 
of adjectives, then several sketches, followed by a more refined and detailed drawing. Then then used this drawing as the 
basis of a sculpture. 

Music – J. Sterba 

Each month in all general music class we learn songs that celebrate patriotism and special holidays. Our patriotic song for 
the month of May was “The Soldiers Last Letter” as sung by Wanda Jackson in honor of Memorial Day.  The students 
also learned to sing “A Song for Mama” by Boyz II Men in honor of Mother’s Day.  

Fourth grade 
Field Trip to Carnegie Hall NYC 
Link Up - The Orchestra Moves 
Students in grade four are given the opportunity to join the orchestra in this highly participatory program, in which they 
learn to sing and play an instrument in the classroom and perform with a professional orchestra from their seats at a 
culminating concert at Carnegie Hall. On May 21 WRIS fourth grade class enjoyed a wonderful field trip to Carnegie 
Hall.  They sung and played their instruments with the amazing St. Luke’s Orchestra. 
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Fifth graders  
Fifth Graders have been learning about Broadway, the American musical the 100-year history of musical theater and the 
story of its relationship to 20th-century American life. We begin with the immigrant experience at the turn of the century, 
when a melting pot of voices and styles gave rise to a popular new form of entertainment, and ends with today’s 
Broadway, where big-budget new productions and revivals of classic favorites compete side by side for box office 
success. 

Sixth graders  
Students have been learning about “Our Musical Legacy.” In this Unit students focused on how to make informed 
aesthetic responses to a piece of music. Each lesson focused on a different musical time period and the life and times of 
composers in that time period.  In the Baroque period we listened to Johann Sebastian Bach, George Frideric Handel, and 
Antonio Vivaldi. In the Classical period we listened to Franz Joseph Haydn, Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart and Ludwig Van 
Beethoven.  In the Romantic Period we listened to Richard Wagner, Piotr Ilich Tchaikovsky, Johannes Brahms, Gustav 
Mahler and Giuseppe Verdi.  In the Modern Era we listened to Claude Debussy, Igor Stravinsky, Arnold Schoenberg, 
George Gershwin, Aaron Copland and Leonard Bernstein. 

BAND  
Instrumentalists are hard at work preparing for our concert on June 6, 2019.  Full band rehearsals consist of a rhythmic 
warm-up followed by a run-through of the pieces we will perform.  Lessons consist of a rhythmic warm-up, breath 
support practice, articulation skill work, inner ear practice, scale work, and note-reading ability followed by practice of 
our repertoire. 
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FIELD TRIPS --- Grade 4 ~78 students, 6 teachers, 2 aides, 7 chaperones, attended the May 21, 2019, field trip to 
Carnegie Hall, NYC. This field trip links up the classroom with the concert hall, where students learn to perform music 
that they then perform with a professional orchestra. Students in grades 4 are given the opportunity to join the orchestra in 
this highly participatory program, in which they learn to sing and play an instrument in the classroom and perform with a 
professional orchestra from their seats at a culminating concert at Carnegie Hall. During the 2018–2019 season, NYC 
students participate in The Orchestra Moves; in the 2019–2020 season they will participate in The Orchestra Swings. 
Orchestras across the country and around the world are also taking part in Link Up. Partner orchestras can utilize any of 
the program materials—including teacher guides, student materials, concert scripts, and concert visuals—in their own 
communities. 

Library/Media – Diaz 

The WRIS students have been very busy learning how to write a script for a Public Service Announcement based on grade 
level, AASL Standards, and New Jersey 21st Century Life and Careers Standards. Students used the Google program 
called Pixton For Schools. The lessons went very well and everyone seemed to really enjoyed creating PS Comics.  
In the early part of May, students will have a “refresher” course in typing to prepare them for the 2018-2019 school year.  

Physical Education – Rella 

During the month of May, the students of WRIS learned about the importance of following rules 
and procedures that promote sportsman-like behaviors. They engaged in many different types of 
team games, such as; Kickball, Prison Ball, Dodge Tag, “Pin" Ball, Flag Tag, and a volleyball lead up game called Volley 
Catch. During these games, students were able to create and demonstrate offensive and defensive strategies to become 
more successful as a team. In addition, students learned and practiced various strategies during these games, such as 
defending open space, faking, and dodging. Finally, students learned and applied safety concepts effectively while playing 
those team games. 

Speech – Pittaro 

Speech-Language therapy took place in the classroom and speech-therapy room. Students participated in group and/or 
individual sessions which were tailored to each child’s individual needs.  

This was an exciting month for speech-language students because May is recognized as Better Speech and Hearing 
Month. Students celebrated by creating slogans on paper T-shirts. Students with language goals developed explanations 
why it is important to learn new vocabulary words and improve their writing. They also learned and recalled various 
speech, language, and feeding disorders and how their speech teacher can help them. Students working on their 
inferencing skills listed difficulties those with a particular speech/language/feeding disorder (i.e. feeding tube) may 
experience because of their disability.  Students working on their articulation developed explanations why it is important 
to improve their sounds while using good sounds. Furthermore, student’s wrote letters to their mothers/grandmother’s for 
Mother’s Day. Student wrote letters using new vocabulary words or with the sounds they have been working on.  

Many of the goals worked on included mastering a particular sound such as /s/ /z/ /th/ /r/ /l/ /sh/and /ch/ and increasing 
vocabulary, comprehension, syntax, word finding, and inferencing skills. 

STEM Club – Oppido 

The sixth grade STEM Club member had their meetings on May 1st and 22nd this month.  The group decided to work on 
The Carolina STEM Challenge “Balloon Race Cars” activity.  When given the materials needed, they thought it was 
going to be a lot easier than it turned out to be.  Unfortunately, not one group was able to consistently get their race car to 
move.  They worked on their race cars during their second meeting this month too for a bit, prior to them starting the Egg 
Drop Challenge, which they requested to work on.  Below are some pictures of them hard at work on both the race cars as 
well as the egg drop challenge. During our two June meetings, the group will finish their Egg Drop Challenge. So far each 
group has made it to 70cm.  
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Drama Club – Muscle 

The Drama Club met regularly to practice for our Spring musical. We met on May 3, 8, 15, 17, 22, and 23 to 
practice for our show. Each week we worked through our lines, practice stage blocking, and practice our songs. We 
continued to sell tickets actively. 

On June 12th, the Drama Club will perform Pinocchio for the school as our last dress rehearsal before the show 
that night. At 6:30 that night, the students were able to perform for their friends, family, and general public. The students 
put on an amazing show and should be proud of their hard work. We look forward to next year! 

Choir Club – Manolakakis 

Club/Activity 
May – WR Jr/Sr HS – Vocal Ensemble 2019 

Meeting Date(s) 
All Meetings are held in the WRIS Music Room on Wednesdays from 3pm – 3:30pm. 
May: Wed - 1, 8, 15, 29 

Agenda 
Rehearsal: 
5/1/19 - 19 Students attended 
5/8/19 - 14 Students attended 
5/15/19 - 23 Students attended 
5/29/19 - 20 Students attended 
All Rehearsals 
● Sign-In Sheet 
● Basic Sight reading - How to look at music, symbols (notes/rests/staff/system) 
● Sing through songs 
○ This is Me 
○ Get Back Up Again 
○ The Greatest Showman 
○ Remember Me 

Activities/Fund-Raisers/Field Trips 
Spring Concert 6/6/19 

Students Present 
Sign in Sheets are available upon request. 

Safety Patrol – Johnson 

I would like to thank all the 6th graders who have been a part of the WRIS Safety Patrol. I am very proud of this group of 
children and thank them for all their hard work this year.  At this point we are working on having the current 6th graders 
train the incoming group so that we are prepared when school starts in September. 

Art Club/Stage Crew -Carroll 

Stage crew members rehearsed their roles behind the scenes of My Son Pinocchio.  They began using props, learning 
music cues, and creating magic with lighting.  They helped put together costumes the art club members created.  They also 
learned about organization of props for scenes.  The crew members took their places backstage.  They also lent their skills 
as moving props on stage. 
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May 3, 2019: 5 members, 4 volunteers 
May 8:  10 members, 3 volunteers 
May 15:  8 members,  3 volunteers  
May 17:  9 members, 3 volunteers  
May 22:  7 members, 3 volunteers  

!  

!  

Student Council - Negro 

May 9, 2019 – Meeting with Student Council Members 

● discuss Pajama Program Spirit Day and fundraiser 
● Teacher Appreciation gifts and notes 

students in attendance: 9 

May 16, 2019 – Meeting with Student Council Members 

● create posters for PJ day 
● create statement about the Pajama Program and PJ day to read to homerooms 

students in attendance: 9 
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Journalism – Diaz 

The Journalism Club members worked on their final edition of the Gazette. They researched June topics, along with 
movies, books and Top Vacation Spots. On May 21st, our club had their end of the year party to close out the club. We 
hope to have more members next school year along with more exiting topics.  See you in September! 

!  

 WRJRSRHS                                                                                                                                                          

English Department 
Pete Forman 
11th Grade Language Arts 
Junior English classes have just finished a unit detailing the poems of Robert Frost.  The unit connected the unique 
historical connections between the poet and President John F. Kennedy.  Student wrote essays elaborating on the 
connections between the varied poems that Frost wrote. The Juniors are currently reading the works of famed American 
writer Langston Hughes and working in groups to discuss the role of the Harlem Renaissance in the poems Hughes wrote. 
  
11th Grade Language Arts Honors 
Honors American literature students are working on the year-long essential question:  How does American literature 
define the American dream? Students are gathering information for their oral presentations to be given during exam 
week.  Honors students are also reading the works of famed American writer Langston Hughes and working in groups to 
discuss the role of the Harlem Renaissance in the poems Hughes wrote.  As the year comes to a close, students will finish 
their group driven websites for final assessment.  

Valerie Hunter 
English I 
English I students completed their unit on poetry by creating anthologies featuring a variety of their own poems. Prior to 
this they participated in a class poetry workshop, where they gave helpful feedback on each other’s poems. Students also 
took their poetry test, and worked in collaborative groups to analyze a poem. Additionally, they practiced punctuating 
titles correctly, and continued working in their Wordly Wise vocabulary books. They have now begun reading excerpts 
from Homer’s The Odyssey. 
English I Honors 
English I Honors students completed their unit on poetry by taking a test and creating anthologies featuring a variety of 
their own poems. They also participated in a poetry workshop, and analyzed poems in groups. Students are now reading 
Markus Zusak’s novel The Book Thief, which explores the life of a young German girl growing up during World War II. 
The book has a unique structure, and students have each been assigned a section to summarize and analyze in more detail. 
Additionally, they practiced punctuating titles correctly, and continued working in their Wordly Wise vocabulary books. 

Melissa Papp 
Grade 8 English Language Arts 
In May, the eighth graders discussed historical information about Agatha Christie and the murder mystery genre and plan 
to compare this to And Then There Were None.  The class is using text-based evidence to try to pinpoint the antagonist 
while attempting to predict the plot.  Additionally, students have continued work with grammar, gained factual knowledge 
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about the life and work of William Shakespeare, especially his collection of sonnets, and have acquired and practiced 
using new vocabulary.  
Grade 8 English Language Arts Honors 
Recently, the honors students have been working diligently on both Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry and student-choice 
book club selections.  Additionally this month, the eighth grader honors students have gained factual knowledge about the 
life and work of William Shakespeare especially his collection of sonnets.  They analyzed the structure of the English 
sonnet and themes of the decay of time and the immortalization of love and beauty in writing. Studying iambic pentameter 
and a strict rhyme scheme, they translated sonnet to modern english.  This unit culminated with a game where students 
had to analyze song lyrics transformed into sonnets in order to identify the song title. Then, the honors students wrote 
“song sonnets” of their own. Additionally, students have continued work with No Red Ink and Zaner Bloser’s Strategies 
for Writers. 

Kimberly Millar 
English II and English II (H) 
The English II classes are finishing the year with John Steinbeck’s classic, Of Mice and Men.  Upon completion of the 
novel, students will juxtapose the relationship between two sets of characters, analyze the main themes of loneliness and 
the “American Dream” and debate the decision of one of the main characters at the end of the novel.  Students are also 
preparing for their upcoming final exams.  

Lara Schmitt 
English IV 
Resource Support Center 
This past month has been quite the jumpstart for end of the year activities for the Seniors who are about to embark on the 
next chapter of their lives by leaving our Junior/Senior High School.  After wrapping up their reading up Macbeth, 
therefore, they have been completing various tasks that call for them to reflect on not only their time in our school but also 
their own personal growth and development as a student and as a person.  With only a few weeks left of the school year, 
the students are preparing to participate in several more activities that will extend their learning and self-reflection. 
The Seniors look forward to engaging in these fun-filled, yet bittersweet activities as they move closer to the light at the 
end of their Wood-Ridge Junior/Senior High School tunnels. 
English I 
Resource Support Center 
After finishing their class novel, Speak, the English I students have completed a variety of culminating and reflection 
activities and tasks that have allowed them to apply what they have read about to the real world and their own lives. 
 Furthermore, as the protagonist of the story is someone that is nonverbal, the students have had to analyze her actions and 
internal dialogue to draw conclusions about her.  With this, they have also had to analyze the decisions made by the 
author, Laurie Halse Anderson.  They have become much more fluent writers by completing regular reflecting journal 
activities, and have analyzed the decisions and 
The freshmen students look forward to finishing up the school year strong before moving on to sophomore year! 
8th Grade English 
Resource Support Center 
The eighth grade students have continued reading Mildred D. Taylor’s novel Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry.  As they have 
read, they have worked collaboratively in small groups on various comprehension tasks that have allowed them to learn 
cooperatively, becoming more independent learners.  By learning how to use each other as resources, the students have 
been able to construct meaning with their peers and reshape and add onto their understanding of the text 
The students look forward to progressing finishing up their novel study where they will be posed with the task of 
comparing and contrasting in the injustices of life in the South in the 1930’s to today’s society. 
7th Grade English 
Resource Support Center 
The seventh graders have become expert “reading detectives,” as they have continued to spot foreshadowing laced 
throughout their class novel, The Outsiders.  They have then been able to predict how that foreshadowing will impact the 
events and characters of the book moving forward.  Furthermore, the students have been practicing their higher order and 
analytical thinking skills by regularly analyzing quotes from the text, supporting their opinions with text evidence and 
examples.  These tasks have allowed them to further enhance their abilities to collaborate and contribute and listen to 
ideas in class discussions as well as improve their writing structure and fluency. 
We look forward to finishing up the novel in the upcoming weeks.  Stay gold! 
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Rebecca Landes  
English Language Arts Grade 7
Grade 7 Language Arts students finished researching and writing their projects on the Yukon Gold Rush. They also began 
reading The Call of the Wild--focusing on plot, characterization, point of view, and setting. The students are writing about 
essential questions such as: How does coping with adversity or conflict impact one’s character? How is it different to 
survive as an individual versus a group? What similarities and differences exist among characters who survive in the 
wilderness?
 
The students have also learned new vocabulary from their reading, and defined and completed original sentences based on 
these words. Students play “Quizlet Live” to study for their vocabulary quizzes. Assessments have included chapter 
quizzes, guided reading questions, essays, small-group discussions, homework, class participation. In small groups, the 
students finished writing scripts and performing them for the other members of the class. The students are now writing 
short stories keeping in mind exposition, rising action, climax, falling action, and resolution.
English Resource Grade 10
The students have been working on weekly Wordly Wise vocabulary by completing exercises from the workbook. 
Students also play “Quizlet Live” to study for their vocabulary assessments. Grade 10 students also finished reading The 
Boy in the Striped Pajamas English Assessments have included guided reading questions, quizzes, class participation, 
homework, class participation, and essays. They are currently working on Google slide presentations for their final 
projects.
English Resource Grade 11  
The students have been working on weekly Wordly Wise vocabulary by completing exercises from the workbook. 
Students also play “Quizlet Live” to study for their vocabulary assessments. Grade 11 students finished reading That Was 
Then, This is Now. English Assessments have included guided reading questions, quizzes, class participation, homework, 
and essays. They are currently working on Google slide presentations for their final projects.

Matthew Bogert 
English 7 
Throughout the month of May students continue to develop their writing skills through the use of Strategies for Writers. 
The students continue with the reading of  the novel The Call of the Wild by Jack London identifying the major literary 
elements. Students continue to be tested on their knowledge of the novel and vocabulary used throughout. Students will 
continue to work on their reading comprehension and development of writing skills. Students have also completed the 
NJSLA assessment for the state. Students will finish out the year with the completion of The Call of the Wild, and final 
exams.  
English 7 Honors 
The Honors class has completed reading the novel The Hobbit by J.R.R. Tolkien. Students continue to develop their 
reading comprehension and their writing skills through the use of Strategies for Writers. Students have also completed the 
NJSLA assessment for the state. Students will finish out the year reading the novel Night by Elie Wiesel.  
 
Christine Green 
AP  English 
Students have continued to prepare for the AP test this marking period.  They have reviewed all their readings, literary 
terms, and developed their writing and analysis skills.  They took the AP Literature test and are currently awaiting the 
results.  We wish them the best!  
English 4 Honors 
Students have been completing the British Literature text.  They will end the year with the British Modern period.  They 
also have submitted their Final Project. 
English 4 College Prep 
The classes have completed all units in the British Literature textbook. They began with the ancient Anglo-Saxon literary 
period and ended with the British Modern period.  They recently submitted their Senior Final Project. 
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Social Studies Department 
Victor Minnocci 
Honors U.S. History II  
The class began the month exploring the Nixon Administration. Nixon’s domestic and foreign policies were analyzed. The 
Watergate scandal and Nixon’s resignation ended the chapter. This led to the Ford and Carter years; the economic 
problems of the 1970’s along with the domestic and foreign issues of the decade. Environmental issues included the 
accident at Three Mile Island and Love Canal. Currently, the class is analyzing the Conservative Revolution and the 
Reagan Administration. 
AP US History   
The class completed the AP exam. The class is currently exploring important issues in U.S. History. The class is also 
working on a decade project as their final project. 
Current Issues   
The class explores current events of the day both foreign and domestic. Domestic issues, the Presidency, the economy, 
politics, and legal issues are analyzed. Foreign issues, the Middle East, Asia and European events are analyzed.  
Law   
The class began the month exploring Crimes Against Property, arson, vandalism, larceny, embezzlement, robbery, 
extortion, burglary, forgery and receiving stolen property. This led to defenses, defendent committed a criminal act, but the 
act was excusable or justifiable. Defenses, such as infancy, intoxication, insanity, entrapment, duress and necessity.  

Stephanie Gaven 
US History I and US History I Honors 
The United States was not always known as a world power. The young nation took time to establish its reputation, which 
took the imperialist actions of the US government during the late 1800s and early 1900s. In May, after they analyzed 
primary source documents and learned about the nations whose histories are entangled with our own, we saw the start of 
America "policing the world" and becoming a "superpower" in WWI.   
Public Speaking and Debate  
In May students improved upon their interpersonal communication skills as they prepared for college or job interviews. 
 They generated a resume, did research and prepared follow-up answers to commonly asked interview questions. Next, 
they will analyze persuasive speaking elements of ethos, pathos and logos in order to prepare for their formal debate on a 
controversial issue.   
Sociology 
In May we began our study of crime, deviance and prejudice! First we evaluated key terms that go along with obedience, 
conformity, and social control as well as analyzed what role these ideas play in our. Lastly, we defined and analyzed the 
main concepts regarding race and prejudice and completed a brief sample case study on the topic of prejudice.  
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World History and World History Honors 
  
Mallory Garvin 
The month of May was an exciting one n World History! We learned about World War II and the Holocaust. In addition 
students completed their Interview with the Past projects which were extremely fascinating to read for me! They 
interviewed different family members on what life was like for them growing up!  
 On May 29th the Honors World History class went to the Jewish Heritage Museum where we were given a 
personal tour of the Auschwitz: Not Far Away, Not Long Ago exhibit. Our tour guide was truly wonderful and it is hard to 
put into words how powerful this tour was. I was also complimented several times on how wonderful our students were! :)  

AP United States Government and Politics: 
 AP Government took their exam on May 6th and we believe it to have gone extremely well. We anxiously await 
those test scores. Since taking the AP test the students have been working on their final projects which involve them 
getting involved with politics in their community in some way.  

National Honor Society  
On May 3rd, the National Honor Society went back to Habitat for Humanity of Paterson where we did a demolition of a 
newly purchased home! To say this was an exhausting but fun trip is an understatement!  

Class of 2019 
The Class of 2019 has spent the greater part of this year planning for prom and on May 30th our prom was held at the 
Venetian! It was truly a magical night!  

Gianna Catalano 
US History I 
Students continued to study American Imperialism during the late 1800’s early 1900’s. The class explored the creation of 
the Panama Canal as well as Teddy Roosevelt's role as the Western Hemisphere’s “policeman”. Students then compared 
and contrasted Roosevelt, Taft, and Wilson’s foreign policies. The class then transitioned into President Wilson’s 
presidency and the start of World War I. Students analyzed the causes of the war through primary source documents. The 
class also explored how the United States was eventually dragged into the war and how their involvement changed the 
tide of the war. Students then completed a project analyzing United States propaganda as well as the different policies that 
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were created by the government to support the war effort. Students will be wrapping up the unit by exploring and 
analyzing Wilson’s Fourteen Points, the Treaty of Versailles, as well as the League of Nations.  
World History 
Students have continued to study the time period of the World Wars by drawing connections between World War I and 
World War II through videos and document analysis. The class was able to compare and contrast the three rising powers 
of the time period: Hitler, Stalin, and Mussolini. Students analyzed the way in which each ruler controlled their country as 
well as watched videos of their speeches. The class then began to explore how World War II started and how so many 
countries were once again pulled into a global conflict. Students compared the war in Europe to the war in the Pacific, 
looking at specific battles and military leaders. Students also studied the Holocaust, looking at the causes and effects of 
such a devastating piece of human history. The class then explored how the war started to turn and the way in which the 
Allies were able to be victorious. Students then analyzed the production and usage of the Atomic bomb and debated on 
how ethical the decision really was. To wrap up the unit the class looked at the lasting effects of the war and how the 
world changed after such events.  
The 1960’s 
Students have continued exploring the 1960’s, specifically 1968. The class watched a documentary called 1968: the year 
that changed America that highlighted the different events from each season of that year and how they had an impact on 
America. Students had to pick a specific event from the year and research that event and write an essay stating how that 
event was the most important thing that happened in the year of 1968. From there the class started looking at the 
counterculture movement and the black panthers. Students analyzed documents that stated how the counterculture began, 
what came before it, what caused it, and then what came after. Students watched a documentary about Woodstock and 
how the concert stood for much more than just the musical aspect of it. The class then had to research the Black Panthers 
and write an essay stating how they impacted the civil rights movement and the 60’s as a whole.  

Kim Forsyth 
7th Grade 
This month the topic of focus has been the United States after the ratification of the Constitution.  We’ve explored 
Washington’s presidency, including all of the precedents that were set for future generations.  Students enjoyed learning 
about the various cabinet level positions and what their responsibilities were as they advise the president.  We analyzed 
the challenges the nation faced including the mounting national debt as well as the concerns Washington warned about in 
his Farewell Address.  We will conclude the chapter with a look at our tense relationship with France during the 
presidency of John Adams and the steps that were taken to avoid a costly war. 
U.S. History II 
This month students explored the world of hawks and doves as they relate to the Vietnam War.  We started our study of the 
war from a defense-related point of view.  As May progressed we switched gears to analyze the opinion of the war from 
those who disagreed with our involvement.  We enjoyed a presentation from our own history teacher, Mr. Victor 
Minnocci, who shared his experiences as a soldier in Vietnam in 1969.  Students were able to get a firsthand account of 
the challenges young Americans faced as they left home for an unknown future.  We also explored the tension surrounding 
the tumultuous year of 1968 in the United States and how the war divided the nation leading, at times, to violent outcomes 
and a call for change. 

Steve Schneidman 
8th grade Honors  
They finished the chapter entitled A Divided Nation, which included the topics, the Compromise of 1850, Kansas-
Nebraska Act, and the beginning of the Civil War. 
After the chapter test they will be writing a newspaper article. 
They are currently in the chapter on the Civil War, topics include historic battles, causes and effects of the war. This 
chapter will be included on the final exam. 
8th grade General Education. 
The class had a test on the states, where they had to fill in a map of the US. They are currently in the chapter entitled 
Divided Nation, Topics include legislation that led to sectionalism, one of the causes of the Civil War. Two of the 
important acts that caused controversy was the Kansas-Nebraska Act and the Compromise of 1850. 
7th Grade General Education  
The class had a chapter on the Constitution, we covered the articles and the Bill of Rights. We are currently in the chapter 
where George Washington becomes president and has the awesome task of creating a government. We are covering 
Hamilton’s financial plan to set up an economy for the nation. 
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Math Department 

Kristine Schoenig 
Math 8 
The 8th graders finished their chapter on angle pairs at the beginning of the month before going on their trip to 
Washington DC. After returning from DC the students moved on to learning about square and cube roots. They then 
learned to apply square roots by using it for the Pythagorean Theorem. They ended the month with starting the unit on 
volume. 

Robert Berger 
Resource Algebra I 
Students started the month finishing sections from chapter 5 Linear Functions. They then spent the month working on 
Chapter 6: Linear systems. They covered the topics of linear systems of equations, linear inequalities, and systems of 
linear inequalities. They finished the chapter with a test. They will begin chapter 7: exponents.  And finish the school year 
with this topic. Then they will begin finals review and finish the year with an exam. Star Testing was administered. They 
have continued to complete weekly pop quizzes, and Khan Academy for reinforcement and remediation. The students 
completed their NJSLA exam this month.  
Resource Algebra II 
We began the month with finishing chapter 6 radical functions and rational exponents with a test. We then worked through 
the beginning part of chapter 7 exponential and logarithmic functions. We covered the topics of exploring exponential 
models, properties of exponential functions, logarithmic functions, and properties of logarithmic functions. We will finish 
the month with a quiz on chapter 7 and in the beginning of June Students have continued to work on Khan academy and 
complete weekly pop quizzes for remediation and reinforcement. Star testing was administered. Students completed their 
NJSLA exam this month.  

Ryan Burger 
Math 7 
During the first week of classes we examined 3-D figures. Students developed the formulas for surface area of a 3-D 
figure by using nets. During second week of classes we finished the measurements unit and tested on it. Lessons on 
probability was started as well. During the third week of classes, lessons on compound, theoretical and experimental 
probability. The fourth week, lessons on predicting scenarios based on probability were given and central tendencies were 
started. 

Alexis De Coma 
7th Grade Resource Math  
We have been working hard on Chapter 9, Geometry.  We have reviewed old concepts, such as three dimensional shapes, 
surface area and volume of two dimensional figures.  The new concepts introduced were volume and surface area of three 
dimensional figures.  We took the time to use these concepts in real life and think about what jobs would require us to 
know the dimensions of these shapes.  The students enjoyed the real world applications of the concepts. 

Carla Linfante 
Resource Math 8 
This month students worked hard on our last few topics in the math 8 curriculum. Students discussed finding the missing 
measure of an angle in triangles and applied their ability to solve multi-step equations to solve for a variable when the 
measures were written as algebraic expressions. Students also learned about the Pythagorean Theorem and how to use it to 
find a missing side in a right triangle. Looking ahead to next month, students will be preparing for their Final Exam and 
finishing any topics that are left to be discussed. 
Resource Geometry 
This month was hectic for the students with state testing. Between state testing, the students worked on Trigonometric 
Ratios in Right Triangles. The chapter started with a review on the Pythagorean Triangle and led up to students being able 
to find missing angle and side measures using Trigonometric Ratios. Looking ahead to next month, students will be 
preparing for their Final Exam and finishing any topics that are left to be discussed.  

Superintendent’s Monthly Report 
May, 2019 

!41



Marc Fazio  
Algebra 1  
Students worked on solving systems of equations by graphing and also using substitution.  Students also completed their 
marking period project 
Geometry 
This month, students worked on solving problems with triangles. Students explored the triangle inequality theorem.   
Business Math  
During this month, students continued to calculate salary and payroll deductions. 
College Math: Students reviewed skills from Algebra 2 including multiplying monomials and polynomials; factoring 
polynomials and using the strategy of FOIL to multiply 2 factors. 

Gabriel Ben-Nun 
Pre Algebra 
Finished all curriculum and staring review for final exam 
Algebra 2  
Finishing graphing rational functions and starting the final exam review 

Steve Olsen 
Algebra 2 Honors 
Students completed unit K covering conic sections. Concepts covered include graphing and writing the equations for 
Circles, Ellipses, Parabolas, and Hyperbolas.  Students were formally tested with a unit test and two mid unit quizzes. 
Pre-Calculus Honors 
Students completed unit N covering exponentials and logarithms.   Students began unit O covering introduction to 
calculus.  Concepts include evaluating limits and finding derivatives by definition.  Students were formally tested with a 
unit test and mid unit quiz. 
Pre-Calculus CP 
Students completed unit M conic sections.  Students began unit N exponentials and logarithms.  Concepts include 
exponential growth/decay, logarithms as inverses, applications in radioactive decay, financial rates of return, carbon 
dating. Students were formally tested with a two mid unit quizzes. 
AP Computer Science Principles 
Students sat for their AP exam on May 10.  Students began working on a selected individual final project selected from 
the group of Python, Java, Cybersecurity, and Video Game Design. 

Lisa Ames  
Geometry 
Students continued chapter 10 by studying circles including area, circumference, sectors, and arcs. This led us to dive 
deeper into circles and learned the equation of a circle which students will see in future math courses as well as on 
standardized tests. In addition, we looked at tangent lines and inscribed angles to complete our study of circles. We began 
chapter 11 looking at nets and discovering Euler’s Formula. Students completed Khan Academy lessons related to chapter 
10 topics as well as review topics in preparation for NJSLA. 
Geometry Honors 
Students continued chapter 10 by reviewing basic circle terminology such as area, circumference, sectors, arcs, and 
segments. Students finished chapter 10 by applying area to geometric probability. Students then studied more about circles 
including chords, inscribed angles, tangent lines, and the equation of a circle. We will be ending the year by completing a 
unit on 30 solids and calculating surface area and volume. Students completed Khan Academy lessons related to chapter 
10 and 12 topics as well as review topics in preparation for NJSLA.  
AP Statistics  
Students reviewed for the AP exam by completing a second practice test and working on practice questions using Khan 
Academy, their textbooks, and prep workbooks. Their exam was on May 16th and students felt prepared and ready! Since 
the exam, students watched “Hidden Figures” which showcased women in mathematics. They also began their statistical 
study final project where they will study a particular question and survey people, collect data, and analyze their findings.  
Statistics 
Students applied all of their hypothesis testing knowledge to a project they presented on a question they collected data for 
and tested their claim. Students used the terminology and formulas we have been learning from Chapter 7 and 8 to test 
their claim and many were surprised with their results when there was not enough evidence to prove their claim even 
though they had predicted it was significant. We also began Chapter 9 looking at correlation and regression equations 
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using our graphing calculators. Students learned how to find a linear regression line and how to use it to predict values 
and find residuals. Students will be beginning their statistical studies by completing their data collection and beginning to 
analyze their data to construct data displays for their final presentations. 

Jim Santangelo 
Algebra I Honors 
Students completed units on quadratics and radicals.  In these units, students found solutions to quadratic equations and 
made connections to the graphical representation of these functions.  Students also simplified radical expressions by 
combining like terms, using distributive property and FOIL, and by rationalizing the denominator. 
Algebra I 
Students completed units on polynomials and quadratics.  In these units, students combined like terms and were 
introduced to FOIL in order to simplify the product of two binomials.  Students also made connections between the 
algebraic and graphical representations of quadratic equations while finding the vertex, x and y-intercepts, and axis of 
symmetry. 
Calculus 
Students wrapped up the month by finding and applying integrals.  In this unit, students applied the Fundamental Theorem 
of Calculus and U-Substitution to find the antiderivative (integral) of a function.  Students ended the month by 
commencing work on their final projects 

World Language Department 
Tess Iannacco 
The Italian I 
These classes continued to learn new vocabulary about family members and friends. We worked on a class project “Chi 
sono io” a personal biography and presented to the class. We watched the film “La vita e’ bella” and wrote a reaction 
essay. We reviewed the material covered in the final exams. 

Italian II 
This class continued their learning of the two thematic units “La Spesa” and “A Tavola”. Students used the vocabulary 
related to shopping and buying groceries in particular. We watched a short video on how to prepare a meal. They listened 
to authentic conversation of Italian people going shopping and buying specific products. We continued to reinforce the 
structure of the language by learning the indirect object pronouns. We will end the year with Italian commercial related to 
food. We watched the film “Pane e Tulipani” in the contest of family, traditions, indigenous culture. We reviewed for the 
final exams. 
Italian III 
This class finished learning about cars, driving and public transportation in Italy. We learned vocabulary related to this 
thematic unit. We watched a video in Italian related to this topic. We learned about comparatives of equality (cosi’, come, 
tanto, quanto) and inequality (piu’ grande di, meno di, buono/migliore, cattivo/peggiore, grande/maggiore, piccolo/
minore) etc. We watched the film “Io non ho paura”. We also reviewed the material in anticipation of the final 
exam. 
Italian IV 
This class continued the study of media influence in our lives. We used different media, radio, newspapers, TV, internet, 
social media and how each of them contribute to the spread of information, and in most cases, influence global 
knowledge. We explored the immediate access to information both at home and outside, in every hour of the day and 
night. What use do we make of it? Students discussed the many aspects this topic offers. We watched the film 
“Lezioni di cioccolato” to further explore the topic of communication, illegal immigration and labor, social relations and 
family connections to stimulate class discussion. We reviewed the material that will be covered in the final exam. 

The Italian Club and the Italian Honor Society also experienced the merenda “pane e nutella” the healthy snack enjoyed 
by students in Italy. 

Angela Daniele 
Spanish I 

• Wrote and presented dialogs on current theme vocabulary 
• Learned school subjects and how to express school schedule 
• Orally presented description of  subjects with description of teacher and the class 
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•  Learned personal pronouns and how to use them correctly 
•  Became familiar with –ar verbs  
•  Working on how to conjugate and use –ar verbs correctly in the  present tense         
•  Introduced to –er and -ir verbs and how they are conjugated in the present tense 
•  Gained cultural appreciation about Cinco De Mayo and why it is celebrated 

Spanish II 

• Daily vocabulary word drills 
• Created and presented orally “Un Cuento” storybook using daily vocabulary words 
• Wrote paragraphs on current chapter vocabulary 
• Wrote and presented  dialogs on current chapter vocabulary and grammar 
• Learned vocabulary used to describe when shopping 
• Learned Demonstrative Adjectives and how to use them correctly 
• Working with Preterite (Past) tense conjugations of verbs   
• Wrote and illustrated personal timeline using verbs in the Preterite about past events and presented orally  
• Gained cultural appreciation with Cinco De Mayo class activity   

 
Joseph Mojkowski 
Spanish 
Spanish II 

• Exercises, short essays, and formal assessments related to using the past preterite tense 
• Formal essay relating a shopping trip utilizing the past tense, related shopping and clothing vocabulary, and 

incorporating the use of adjectives as nouns when describing and expressing preferences 
• Introduction of irregular past tense verbs and using object pronouns IT &  THEM 

Spanish III 
• Exercises related to using the helper verb HABER in situations where a subjunctive tense is needed 
• Use of vocabulary related to jobs and applying for volunteer opportunities in formal assessments 
• Introduction of the future tense and more vocabulary related to jobs and professions 

Spanish IV 
• reviewed style and themes encountered in works by Spanish artist Francisco Goya (including Peninsular War and 

his work as Spanish court painter 
• vocabulary related to above 
• compare and contrast formation and especially usage of past tenses  
• Field trip to the Metropolitan Museum of Art 

Spanish AP 
• Spanish AP test first week of May 

 

Science Department 

Kristen Larson 
Science 7 
In May, Science 7 students discussed the history of life and its application to evolution. Students designed an experiment 
to test the conditions for life on Earth. As students studied the beginning conditions for life on Earth, we explored the 
possibility for life on other planets. Students were engaged and enthusiastic about the history of life.  
Biology  
Biology students finished up their research on genetics this month and began to examine the evidence to support 
evolution.  As a group, we have looked at how evolution is impacted by humans and how all living things adapt to their 
changing environments.  We are going to close out the year by pushing on environmental impacts that either drive 
adaptations or cause extinction of organisms.  
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Ted Colarusso 
Medical Terminology 
Students continue learning “The Language of Medicine utilizing memorization, props, worksheets, reading X-ray, CT 
scans and videos of actual surgeries, each followed by class discussion continue to be important to the classwork. 
 Students expand their knowledge of medical language by expanding into body organ systems. Students have just 
completed work on an introduction to psychology and pharmacology, working on basic principles and identifying major 
drug classes, uses and effects.  Students will soon begin review for their final exam.    Class discussion is a major part of 
the course. Students continue using the terms in medical conversations as often as possible. Students continue to 
experience surgical procedures and videos, all which include language the physician would use in the given situations. 

! !  

Anatomy & Physiology 
The Anatomy students are finishing up our study of the Endocrine system, looking at the structure and function of the 
hypothalamus, pituitary, thyroid, parathyroid, adrenal, pancreas, thymus, pineal and gonad hormone secretions.  Functions 
and classes of each hormone, as well as cAMP and secondary messenger cascade pathways were discussed.  We are 
currently working on specific and non-specific defenses, as well as lymph and immune system functions.  Next, students 
are to begin planning, designing and coordinating their final exam projects.  Each group was given two options for the 
final exams.  Each group will choose  to design an anatomy-related board game and/or game show.  All games must 
incorporate at least six of the organ systems we covered this year, as well as physiological mechanisms and concepts.. 

!  
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Biology 
The Biology classes are finishing their study of Mendelian genetics and genetic inheritance patterns and beginning to 
study the mechanisms of evolution regarding natural selection, descent with modification, speciation and geological 
evolutionary mechanisms. Students were introduced to Darwin’s studies at the Galapagos Islands, his theories of descent 
with modifications and evidence of evolution.  The students will get a culminating lab experience involving dissection 
before reviewing for the NJSLA exam (grade 11) and final exams. 

! !  

!   

Jacqueline Sanzari 
8th Grade Science 

 

!  
8th Grade Physical Science   
During the month of May students in the 8th grade completed the study of Waves and their Interactions.  As an 
introduction to the lesson students worked with water wave trays to observe the parts of a wave and how they move.  
Students continued with more hands-on wave activities working with slinkies to see wave reflections, refractions, 
diffractions and absorptions. Our final wave activities involved researching how sound and light waves work using 
gizmos and hands-on labs.  These activities will introduce students to their final project this school year.  For the final 
project students are going research how waves are used in various technologies to transmit light pulses, radio wave pulses 
and forms of communication.   
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!  

7th Grade Life Honors  
During the month of May students in the 7th grade explored the processes that explain how organisms change over time. 
 Student completed hands-on and online interactives related to natural selection, the early study of evolution and fossil 
records.  The 7th graders really enjoyed working with dichotomous keys in order to name and classify similar organisms. 
 For the final project students in 7th grade Honors will be researching specific species of animals.   

Doubravka Hausner 
Chemistry  
In Chemistry students learned how to calculate 4 stoichiometric quantities. Students were able to calculate percent 
composition of certain elements and determine empirical and molecular formulas. Students will take a test on 
stoichiometric calculations next week.  
Honors Chemistry 
In Chemistry students learnt how to calculate 4 stoichiometric quantities. Students were able to calculate percent 
composition of certain elements and determine empirical and molecular formulas. Students will take a test on 
stoichiometric calculations next week.  
Forensics 
In Forensics students learnt about toxicological analysis in forensics, how to evaluate and test the amount of alcohol in a 
blood and screening and confirmation tests for drugs.  
Students are currently working on famous case final research paper that is a part of their last marking period grade.  

Keri Parry 
Physics, Tech. Ed., Chemistry, Astronomy 
Physics  
Students answered essential questions about electric force and charge through a demo activity, virtual lab, and problem 
solving. Students assessed this understanding of the motion of charges, also known as electricity, through multiple choice 
and open-ended quizzes and tests. The Tech Ed students in quarter 4 learned about Google Sheets and created a tutorial 
slideshow on what they learned using screenshots. Plus, the students learned about how to create and edit a Google 
website. Students created and published their own websites about an activity, proposal, or event related to Wood-Ridge Jr/
Sr High School or the Wood-Ridge community.  
Chemistry  
Students assessed their understanding about chemical reactions with the end-of-chapter test. Students next learned about 
measuring elements, or stoichiometry, through a variety of methods. A real-world application was using stoichiometry to 
change a food recipe. The class brought in food items they prepared and explained how stoichiometry was used through a 
reaction-product analogy. Students are taking the end of chapter stoichiometry assessment today.  

Astronomy 
Students learned about the variety of stars, how stars are classified, and the different life-cycle events of high mass and 
low mass stars. Students completed a timeline project or virtual lab about the essential questions of the unit. Students also 
completed the end-of-unit test.  

Jonathan Hassinger 
Physics/Physics Honors  
Students in Physics have finished up Electrodynamics and are almost finished with Electrostatics. Students in Physics 

Superintendent’s Monthly Report 
May, 2019 

!47



Honors have been working on Current and Circuits and are just about to finish Magnetics. Both classes will now be 
preparing for the final exam.  
AP Physics  
Students have finished their required course materials and have completed the AP exam. Students are now engaged in 
group research projects. 

Sean Rutherford 
TV Production 
This month students worked on a TV show recreation.  Students were to seek out a scene from a television show, which 
needed to be approved, and recreate it.  In the recreation, students were to match clothing, camera shots/angles, and script.  
In order for the scene to feel authentic, students practiced the lines and mannerisms multiple times before recording.   
 

! !  
 
Above: Students recreate the scene from Friends where Joey proposes to Rachel. 

Below: Students recreate the scene from Mean Girls where Regina is told she can no longer sit with her group of friends 
because she’s not following the rules the group has laid out. 
 

! !  

!  
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Web 2.0: 
Students are wrapping up their blog assignments.  This month, students focused on their final blog post regarding 
Memorial Day.  Some blogs displayed a complete grasp of the federal holiday as well as the necessary skills used in blogs. 

 ! !  
 
 
Introduction to Computer Science Principles 
This month students learned about security risks using a computer and the internet.  We discussed normal viruses, to 
malware, botnets, spoofing (especially with phone calls, since we all get the endless spam calls), and ransomware. 
 Ransomware peaked their interest the most as most of them never heard of it.  Once explained that it locked out all files 
and would delete them unless the ransom was paid, they were baffled.  They saw clips from 60 Minutes in which Atlanta, 
Georgia’s Town Hall infected with ransomware.  In the end, they spent more money trying themselves to restore the data 
than what the ransom to unlock it cost.  It tracked small rural towns in Mississippi that paid $6,000 to unlock their data so 
they didn’t lose records.  The Department of Defense has admitted that ransomware attacks are on the rise and have been 
targeted towards them.  This all came together with different ways to protect yourself and your data.  Students admitted 
they don’t think much about these things and have experienced viruses and malware on their computers almost regularly.   
 
Web Design 
Students have used the HTML skills learned in order to create websites.  Using the HTML coding, students are able to 
create website with the necessary criteria, including; headings, titles, body, lists, and links.  We will move into photos and 
tables next month. 

!  
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Robotics 
Students have finished building their stock robots and have completed some of their more advanced builds.  This marking 
period, the puppy was a popular build.  The puppy will use it’s microphone nose to head you call him and come towards 
the voice.  The object sensors as it’s eyes will assure it doesn't crash into any objects.  As we wind down, students will 
review and reflect on the use of robots, what are some current application of them, and where we believe robots will be in 
the future. 

!  

Physical Education 

Lucia DiNapoli 
Physical Education 
Physical Education classes continue to work towards their ideal fitness levels through our weekly rotational program 
between the Weight Room, Target Heart Rate training and activities.  They have covered all of the machines and 
equipment in the weight room and are required to use that machine on that given day. This allows the student to try 
something they haven’t before and to help break any stigma they may have against them. (Example being woman 
shouldn’t be using the bench press) Then they must complete a worksheet with their fitness activities of the day. Target 
Heart Rate training consists of reaching and maintaining their Heart Rate at a specific rage for the duration of 20 minutes. 
This is preceded by a warm-up and ended with a cool down stretch.  The activities offered this month are Soccer and 
Kickball.  
 
Wood-Ridge High School has earned College Board’s AP Computer Science Female Diversity Award!! 

Joseph Vaccaro 
Grade 7 Physical Education  
Students continued with class in the Fitness center.  Students have also been required to maintain their logs based on each 
exercise they completed for each day.  Students are always reminded on how to manage their workout routines, exercise 
safely and with spotter/partner, they are also given lessons to understand the importance of these exercise in relation to 
lifelong fitness.  In addition, we added a regular cardio vascular workout day to the weekly schedule.  On these days each 
student is responsible for maintaining a certain Heart Rate for the duration of the exercise.  After each cardio day, we 
proceed to stretch as a class.  
Grade 8 Physical Education 
Students continued with class in the Fitness center.  Students have also been required to maintain their logs based on each 
exercise they completed for each day.  Students are always reminded on how to manage their workout routines, exercise 
safely and with spotter/partner, they are also given lessons to understand the importance of these exercise in relation to 
lifelong fitness.  In addition, we added a regular cardio vascular workout day to the weekly schedule.  On these days each 
student is responsible for maintaining a certain Heart Rate for the duration of the exercise.  After each cardio day, we 
proceed to stretch as a class.  
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Grade 10 Physical Education  
Students continued with class in the Fitness center.  Students have also been required to maintain their logs based on each 
exercise they completed for each day.  Students are always reminded on how to manage their workout routines, exercise 
safely and with spotter/partner, they are also given lessons to understand the importance of these exercise in relation to 
lifelong fitness.  In addition, we added a regular cardio vascular workout day to the weekly schedule.  On these days each 
student is responsible for maintaining a certain Heart Rate for the duration of the exercise.  After each cardio day, we 
proceed to stretch as a class.  
Grade 12 Physical Education 
Students continued with class in the Fitness center.  Students have also been required to maintain their logs based on each 
exercise they completed for each day.  Students are always reminded on how to manage their workout routines, exercise 
safely and with spotter/partner, they are also given lessons to understand the importance of these exercise in relation to 
lifelong fitness.  In addition, we added a regular cardio vascular workout day to the weekly schedule.  On these days each 
student is responsible for maintaining a certain Heart Rate for the duration of the exercise.  After  each cardio day, we 
proceed to stretch as a class.  

Andrea Marino 
Physical Education 
Students in Grades 8 and 9 have been participating in archery.  They are learning how to hold a bow correctly and how to 
adjust themselves to properly get ready to aid at the target.  The students have been taught how to properly load the arrows 
into the bows.  They have been taught the “command” words for safety purposes.  Each student gets 4 arrows to shoot and 
they try to hit the bullseye which sometimes has a balloon on it for them to pop for extra points. 
Students in Grades 10 and 12 are continuing to play volleyball.  They continue to play competitive games in class. Each 
class period allows them to play 2 out of 3 games to 25 just like a regular volleyball match.  The students continue to work 
on their serve, and game play situations and they are working together very nicely to play the correct volleyball way. 

Chris Lange  
10th Grade - Physical Education 
The students learned how to develop a fitness plan. Students learned Weight training using machines and free weights. 
Students learned cardio workouts and how to monitor their target Heart Rate Zone. Students performed dynamic warm up/
flexibility exercises. Students learned core training and how to incorporate stability balls and additional training 
equipment into their workouts.  Students  are able to choose an activity on non-Fitness Days. These include volleyball, 
badminton, speedball and basketball. Students were instructed in rules, fundamentals and techniques pertaining to each 
activity.    
8th Grade Physical Education 
The students learned how to develop a fitness plan. Students learned weight training using machines and free weights. 
Students learned Cardio workouts and how to monitor their target heart rate zone. Students performed dynamic warm up/ 
flexibility exercises.  Students learned how to incorporate stability balls and additional training equipment into their 
workouts.   
9th Grade Physical Education 
Students learned how to develop a fitness plan.  Students learned weight training using the machines and free weights. 
 Students learned cardio workouts and how to monitor their target heart rate zones while running for 20 minutes. Students 
performed dynamic warm up flexibility exercises.  Students also learned  core training and how to incorporate stability 
balls and additional training equipment into their workouts. Students are able to choose an activity.  These include 
Volleyball, badminton, and speedball.  Students were instructed in rules, fundamentals and techniques pertaining to each 
activity.  
12 grade Physical Education 
Students learned how to develop a Fitness plan. Students learned weight training using the machines and free weights. 
Students learned cardio workouts and how to monitor their target heart rate zones while doing cardiovascular activity. 
Students performed dynamic warm up flexibility exercises. Students also learned core training and how to incorporate 
stability balls and additional training equipment in their workouts. Students are able to choose an activity. These include 
volleyball, badminton and speedball. Students were instructed in rules, fundamentals and techniques pertaining to each 
activity.  
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Joseph Belger 
Physical Education Grade 7  
In PE7, we start each class with a dynamic warm up or mini-game that engages all students.  From there we incorporated 
three main activities on a rotation including weight room, indoor/outdoor soccer, kickball, volleyball mini-games, 
basketball mini-games and most recently implemented softball to the rotation.  Students are taken downstairs for weight 
room at least once a week and we have been very successful with this grade in not only requesting to use the weight room 
but being very productive and safe in there.  We utilized the outside facilities as much as possible for soccer, softball, 
volleyball mini-games and occasionally allow students who do not have an interest in the given activities to walk the track 
at a given pace. 
 
Music Department 
Melissa Manolakakis 
All Choir Classes – All my classes are getting ready for the Dorney Park/Teen Arts and of course our concert.  Please see 
below our attached schedule.  Classes have continued using the same sight-singing book “Essential Musicianship” Book 
1.  It is imperative for choir students to have a firm grasp on sight-singing and vocal technique.  Students who are enrolled 
in these classes are beginners when it comes to reading music.  Most of them enjoy singing, but the majority cannot sight-
sing on their own.  Every day they are challenged to incorporate correct vocal technique that includes posture, breath 
support, shaping their vowels, articulation and of course singing in tune.  Then they first began.  The recordings also help 
the students stay on task with the exercises and also holds them accountable.  I have seen improvement and they are able 
to sing the pitch, notes, rhythms, words and dynamics at the same time while singing in different parts.  In the midst of all 
of this we are continuing to sing our Spring Concert Music:  

● Walking on Sunshine arr. Mac Huff - Hal Leonard Corporation 
● This Is Me (from "The Greatest Showman") arr. Mac Huff - Hal Leonard Corporation (SATB) 
● God Bless America 
● Good Old Days 
● Livin on a Prayer 
● Meant to Be  - arr. Andy Beck - Alfred Music Publishing 

All are welcome to come and visit us to hear us sing at our Spring Concert on Tuesday, June 4th at 7pm in the WR Jr/Sr 
HS Auditorium.    

Trips:  
1. 5/17/19 - Bergen County Teen Arts 

Musical Theater - We are continuing to work on writing and performing their own Improvisation and scene work.  All 
students will participate in small improv skits daily.  They are doing a great job! 

Here are some upcoming events!   

Dorney Park 6/7/19 – WRHS Glee Club and Concert Band.  Students will be able to participate in “Music in the Parks” 
music competition/festival in the state of NJ.  WR Jr/Sr HS will showcase our Concert Band and Glee Club students in 
critiqued performances.  Students will be engaged at a deeper level of artistry and professionalism.  In addition they will 
take part in the awards ceremony directly after their performance then enjoy the park for the remainder of the day.   

Teen Arts Festival – Bergen Community College 5/17/19 – WRHS Concert Band, Glee Club, Art, Theater, Film & 
Creative Writing students will be able to participate in the largest and most comprehensive arts education project for teens 
in the state of NJ.  In addition, WRHS will showcase our Concert Band, Glee Club, Art, Theater, Film & Creative Writing 
students in critiqued performances and exhibits.  Students will be engaged at a deeper level of artistry and 
professionalism.   

○ Tuesday, June 4, 2019 - Choir/Band Soundcheck/Workshop / Evening Concert  
○ June 7, 2019 - Friday - Music Department - (Choir - Glee & Band) -   
○ June 21, 2019 - Friday - 12th Grade Graduation: Meet in front of the High School at 3:30pm Concert 

Attire Return at 8pm (Glee & Band) Cost: Free 
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Summary of Mrs. Baumgartner’s classes 
Toni Baumgartner 
American Popular Music (Semester Class) 
American Popular Music focused on the origins of popular music, the European, African, Latin stream of influences that helped shape 
the music of today.  

• Critical listening 
• Terms/glossary 
• Assorted You Tube videos to support the music 
• Early Blues 
• Folk/Classic Blues 
• The Evolution of music from 1920-1950s 
• Early Rock and Roll 

Middle School Band Class (Marking Period) 
• What are the fundamentals of music? 
• How can we use this information to become a better player? 
• Solo recital day was May 15th 

o Each student practiced and presented their piece to the class 
o Administration and parents were invited 
o Very positive experience 

High School Band Class (Full Year) 
• Improving musical skills 
• Perform scales in select rhythm pattern and tempo 
• Perform in different keys 
• Perform in different time signatures 
• Perform slow and soft 
• Perform fast and loud 
• Follow conductor cues and gestures 
• Attack notes together, hold notes for proper duration, release notes in unison 
• Identify and perform the following articulations in music, tongue, slur, staccato, accent, legato  

Spring list of songs 
1. Windsong 
2. Los Dos Amigos 
3. Ob-La-Di 
4. Satin Doll 
5. Theme from Jurassic Park 
6. Tequila 
7. New World symphony 
8. Flamenco Fantasy 
9. Pomp & Circumstance 
10. Trumpet Voluntary 

Prepare for Spring Concert (June 4, 2019) 

Music Technology (Semester class) 
• Music From Around the World 
• NJ Artists 
• Careers in music: Engineer, Producer, Mixer, Manager, Lawyer 

 
 
Eileen Layman 

Media Center  
The Wood-Ridge Jr/Sr High School Media Center is an active, participating member in the Bergen County Educational 
Library Systems. (BELS). Students have the ability to borrow books from any of the participating school libraries.  
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CIRCULATION:    
Books: 67 

Interlibrary loans 
 Borrowed : 1   Lent: 4 

Students have been using the Media Center before and after school and between class periods.  
Students are now able to use the Media Center during their lunch periods 

Life Skills Class - Grade 7 - Semester 2 - Marking Period 4 

What do you remember?  Does Mickey Mouse wear suspenders?  Does Kit-Kat candy really have a hyphen in the name? 
  (answers - next page) 

The “Mandela Effect” is what happens when someone has a clear memory of something that never happened in this 
reality. 

Many of us – mostly total strangers – remember the exact same events with the almost identical details. However, our 
memories are different from what’s in history books, newspaper archives, and so on.   https://mandelaeffect.com/about/ 

Students, Paige and Mia, from Life Skills  discussed the effect, speculating whether parallel realities exist, and – until now 
– we’ve been “sliding” between them without realizing it.  Fellow classmates participated in the discussion.  

  

                                                                           

What is your memory?  Is it the same as the Walt Disney design or Hershey’s logo? 
                                                                  

 Grade 7 students have fine-tuned their debating skills, while using the subscription database, Points of View.  Students 
must prove their theses with factual information from the database.  

Two students debate a selected topic, using a point/counterpoint style. Many topics evoked strong reactions from the class 
and the debating duo fielded questions and presided over well thought-out observations. Each pair of students debated 
their topics, answered questions from the class and conducted a vote at the conclusion of the debate.  
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Career, Exploration and Readiness Class - Grade 8 -Semester 2 - Marking Period 4 

Eighth grade Career and Readiness students are now using the information results from the Naviance interest surveys, 
which provided Career paths and clusters.  

Students have coupled the information from their Naviance surveys and plugged their career selections into the 
Occupational Outlook Handbook. The OOH research provides a thorough overview of the demands, educational 
requirements, salary, environment and industry growth, among other factors.  
Students are presenting their Career research to the class.  

Summer reading theme - Space  
July 20, 2019 marks the 50th anniversary of the first humans landing on the Moon on July 20, 1969 as part of NASA's 
Apollo 11 lunar mission.   
Eighth-graders have been reading about different astronauts, in keeping with the summer-themed reading assignments.  
  
Alyssa Bullaro 
21st Century Life Skills 
This month students concluded their parenting and pregnancy unit by focusing on toddler and child developments, 
parental readiness, parenting styles, and the costs of raising a child. They also participated in the egg baby project which 
required them to care for an egg as if it was a child. We will conclude the year with a review on all material learned in this 
course and a cumulative assessment. 

Culinary Arts I 
This month students focused on fruits and vegetables including but not limited to their nutrients, varieties, buying, storing 
and cooking techniques. They also had the opportunity to prepare vegetables in class and taste a variety of fruits. We will 
conclude the year with a review on all material learned in this course and a cumulative assessment. 
Culinary Arts II 
This month students concluded their nutrition unit by focusing on reading and analyzing nutrition facts labels, the history 
of the food guide pyramid, and the difference between macro and micro nutrients. Students have been making posters on 
the previous topics which will be displayed in the home economics room. We will conclude the year with a review on all 
material learned in this course and a cumulative assessment. 
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Athletics- May Superintendent’s Report Postseason Honor’s  

 
The Spring season has concluded and our programs  had a lot to be proud of. Our student athletes competed at a very high level and 
demonstrated great sportsmanship. Baseball was crowned Meadowlands League Champions. The Softball and Track and Field Team 
have an extremely bright future. All three teams received all league and baseball had some All County recognition for individual 
accomplishments. Thank you to all our seniors and best of luck in the next chapter of your life. ONCE A BLUE DEVIL ALWAYS A BLUE 
DEVIL!!!!  

Spring Track  
This team has worked extremely hard this year and it has been recognized. Though our program lacks numbers it certainly 
does not lack talent.  

• League Commendations:  
• Johnoi Martin- 1st Team All League in Triple Jump 
• Samuel Holloman- Honorable Mention in the 100M and 200 M  
• Johnoi Martin- Honorable Mention in Long Jump 
• Nick Mychaluk, Evan West, Amir Lopez, Johnoi Martin- 2nd Team All League in 4 x 400 M Relay.  

Johnoi Martin went on to compete in the Bergen 
County Meet of Champions in Triple Jump and 
took 3rd at Sectionals!  

Emily Gardella came in 7th in the 800 at 
Sectionals. 
Sayd Fortuna came in 7th in the 110 HH and 8th in 
Long Jump at Sectionals!  

We had an AMAZING season and I could not be 
more proud of them!  
  

Superintendent’s Monthly Report 
May, 2019 

!56



 

 
SOFTBALL-Head Coach Andrea Marino, Assistant Coaches- Alexandra Paskas, Matthew Bogert, Dyonna Pagliocca, and Bailey 

Wyrostek  
Brooke Biamonte- 1st Team All League  
Samantha Perez- 1st Team All League 
Madylin Marino- 1st Team All League 

Amanda DiMase- 2nd Team All League 
Isabella Iacovino- Honorable Mention   

BASEBALL-Head Coach Michael Carcich,  
Assistant Coaches- Robert Carcich, Michael Petrocelli,  

Sean Mansfield, Robert Kistner, James Avitabile.  
Film: Jason Lopez, Sound: Joseph Casella, Manager Christopher Hargrave  

Meadowlands Division Champions 
Eric Drotos- 1st Team All League  
Lucas Leone- 1st Team All League 
Drew Packen- 1st Team All League 
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Ryan Connelly- 1st Team All League 
Liam Winslow- 1st Team All League 

Anthony D’Amico- 2nd Team All League 
Jake Colon- 2nd Team All League 
Michael Sarlo- Honorable Mention 
Lucas Leone- 2nd Team All County 
Drew Packen 3rd Team All County  
Eric Drotos 3rd Team All County 

  
TRACK & FIELD- Head Coach Mallory Garvin, 

 Assistant Coaches- TJ Kroncke, Jerry Cala, and Mark Whaley  
Johnoi Martin- 1st Team All League TJ 

Amir Lopez, Nick Mychaluk, Evan West, Johnoi Martin-  
2nd Team All League 4x400 

Sam Holloman- Honorable Mention 100,200 
Johnoi Martin- Honorable Mention LJ  
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